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Questions and Answer's to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. The Ahiemnnmi’nassacre took place in Abiemnom
on March 1. Abiemnumjs a part of which country? Ans:
South Sudan Y

2. Identify this country: This is an island in the Eastern
Basin of the Mediterranean Sea. Ans: Cyprus

3. The Rastriya Swatantra Party wins 124 direct seats and
leads in one more from 164 of 165 constituencies reported
so far in Nepal, in results announced on March 8. Who
eventually took oath as the PM? Ans: Balendra Shah

4. India, on March 8, won the 2026 Men's T20 World Cup,
beating New Zealand by 96 runs in the final. Apart from
becoming the first team to win back-to-back T20 World
Cups, and the first team to win the tournament three times,
which other milestone did the team cross? Ans: The team
is the first to win the title at home as hosts

5. Which country experienced frequent blackouts in March?
Ans: Cuba

6. Who on March 29 became the youngest driver to lead the
World Championship? Ans: Kimi Antonelli

Visual: Identify this musician who won the Academy Award
for Best Original Score. Ans: Ludwig Géransson

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Suchit Narottam | Dodo
Jayaditya | Pulkit Sathe | Arun Kumar Singh

Cyprus

03A. ‘QUIZ
Abiemnom Massacre

e The Abiemnom massacre occurred on March 1, 2026,
in Abiemnom County of the Ruweng Administrative Area in
South Sudan.

e Armed groups attacked civilians, killing over 160
people and injuring many others.

e The incident reflects ongoing ethnic tensions, weak
governance, and instability despite the 2018 peace agreement.
South Sudan, formed in 2011, continues to face inter-communal
violence, making regions like Abiemnom highly vulnerable to
such tragic conflicts.

e Cyprus is an island country located in the eastern basin of the Mediterranean Sea, near
Turkey, Syria, and Lebanon. It is the third-largest Mediterranean island and holds strategic

geopolitical importance.

e The capital is Nicosia. Since 1974, Cyprus remains divided between the Republic of Cyprus

and Northern Cyprus.

e |tis a member of the European Union and known for tourism, trade routes, and historical
civilizations influencing the region.

Nepal PM (Balendra Shah)

e The Rashtriya Swatantra Party’s strong performance in Nepal’s parliamentary elections
reflected rising public demand for alternative leadership and governance reforms.

o  Following political negotiations and majority support in Parliament, Balendra Shah eventually
took oath as the Prime Minister. His leadership symbolizes a shift toward new political forces

beyond traditional parties.

India — 2026 Men’s T20 World Cup Milestone

e India achieved a historic milestone by becoming the first team to win the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup on home soil as hosts in 2026.

Cuba Blackouts (March 2026)

e Cuba experienced frequent blackouts in March 2026 due to severe energy shortages and
aging power infrastructure. The country relies heavily on outdated thermal power plants and
imported fuel, leading to supply disruptions. Economic constraints and reduced oil imports

worsened the crisis.

e These outages affected daily life, industries, and public services.
e The government has been attempting reforms, including renewable energy expansion, to
stabilize electricity supply and reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

Kimi Antonelli — Youngest Championship Leader

e Kimi Antonelli became the youngest driver to lead the Formula One World Championship on
March 29, 2026, marking a historic milestone in motorsport.
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Bharti, worlds 03A. ‘Bharti, world’s second-largest mobile service provider

second-largest W, g1 Y GO AEA TSI AETSA HaT UGrdT

mobile service

provider e Bharti Airtel has become world’s second largest telecom operator with
650 million subscribers, the company said on Thursday citing GSMA data.

Press Trut of India YR TaRed 650 FUfRm= Jgel & A1y g1 &1 gIkI Iad do! gRUdR Ut

» & 7T B, HUN 7 AR B GSMA ST H1 g4l & gU gl
s teand gt o e As per GSMA Intelligence, Bharti Airtel is ranked second globally by
com operator with 650  mobile customer base, with operations spread across India and Africa, the
million subscribers, the .
company said on Thursday com pan){ said. )
At et GSMA SIS & (R, URCl TR HISTSel g SR b SR W IS
, Bharti Airtel i : . -
gence, Bhard Al 5 R TR G R W 3, forereh eiTer WIRd IR STt & Tt gUE, S A
mobile customer base, WI
with operations spread

across India and Africa, the
company said.

“We will strive to raise
the bar on innovation, re-
liability and experience so
that every customer inte-
raction is an opportunity
to earn trust,” Gopal Vittal,
executive vice chairman,
Bharti Airtel, said.

03A. ‘Muted’ international response as Senegal enacts same-sex ties law

U a8 ST AN HI

TS gRT

“‘Muted’ international response as

Senegal enacts same-sex ties law

DAKAR

While recent restrictions
by a number of African na-
tions on LGBTQ rights have
elicited fierce criticism, in-
ternational reaction has
been more tepid as Sene-
gal doubled its penalty for
same-sex relations this
week.

Senegal’s President
signed the law, which ap-
peared in the country’s of-
ficial gazette out Tuesday,
amid a crackdown on the
gay community that has
seen dozens of arrests and
an increase in heated anti-
LGBTQ rhetoric.

After the Bill was passed
in Parliament mid-March, a
regional Belgian Minister
made headlines by ques-
tioning the French-speak-
ing Wallonia region’s fund-

Majority deputies celebrate after adoption of law doubling penalties
for homosexuality at National Assembly in Senegal on March 11. Arp

ing for climate cooperation
in the west African nation,
infuriating Senegal’s
leadership.

But further calls to ac-
tion by international actors
have been few and far
between.

While the UN human
rights chief and UNAIDS
urged the President not to
sign the Bill, “government-

W:tiaa I

level reaction has been
notably muted”, Arlana
Shikongo, = communica-
tions officer with Pan Afri-
ca ILGA, the regional chap-
ter of the International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Trans and Intersex Asso-
ciation, told AFP.

Experts said that a varie-
ty of factors could be at
play, from the U.S. exitas a

major humanitarian actor
to reluctance from the
West, including former co-
lonial power France, to lec-
ture what is seen as a rela-
tively stable democracy
and critical partner.

Senegal’s law was signed
by President Bassirou Dio-
maye Faye after passing by
an overwhelming majority
in the National Assembly
on March 11, where debate
centred on whether the
Bill went far enough.

The new law punishes
“acts against nature”, a
term used to signify same-
sex relations, by five to 10
years’ imprisonment, com-
pared with one to five
years previously.

It also provides for three
to seven years in prison for
those found guilty of pro-
moting or financing same-
sex relationships.

e While recent restrictions by a number of African nations on LGBTQ rights have elicited
fierce criticism, international reaction has been more tepid as Senegal doubled its penalty for
same-sex relations this week.

SIg1 Bs WP ST GRTLGBTQ SAfeRY W giferr ufasel 3 Bt aimaierr & o faar g,

CEERENS
gl

HAT GRT FHCIMD Heell TR Tl QT B IR SteRRIgTa ufdfsban ifies #g @1

o Senegal's President signed the law, which appeared in the country’s official gazette out
Tuesday, amid a crackdown on the gay community that has seen dozens of arrests and an
increase in heated anti-LGBTQ rhetoric.

TN &5

g1, I8 UH qHy H g el

LGBTQ SuTaTei # g g8

Pafer § 39 B W FHER BT, S HTeraR Pl &= & iSRS Ie0a # Ueh1iRid
ARG THE™ TR HRATS P d6d Goirl FRUIRAT g3 3R Tel-
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Salt shaker

Price pinch: A man at work at a salt pan near
Ongole in Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh on
Thursday. While salt production has been

high this season in the district, farmers say traders
are quoting lower prices citing global uncertainties
linked to tensions involving the U.S.,

Iran and Israel. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

Ongolein Ptkasamd of Andhra Pradesh on Thursday. Wh le roduction has been
re quoting lower prices citi ggl b.vl uncertainties linked to nsmvolvmglhnu,s,

GS Paper Il: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED | 03 April 2026

03A

Gherao of judicial staff a challenge to SC: CJI

Tf® HHATRAT HT U4TEG SC & g g cJl

03A

Cabinet’s advice on grant of remission to convicts is binding on
Governor: HC

mﬁw(remismon)éﬁw%ﬁﬁzaﬁmmwmwﬂ?ﬂ

03A

CPI(M), Cong. %;Jestlon validity of TTAADC poll
CPI(M), 39 3 TTAADC THTd 1 dUdT TR JaTd 3STT

03A

Karnataka law providing internal quota to SCs put on hold for now

SCs & T 3@ ST ¢ a1t BHled I fhasrd IR

03A

ECI transfer controversy, top court’s clarifications

SHITS RITHIRYT faare, MY srarera & TWydang
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Gherao of judicial staff a challenge to SC: CJI

He says the violence was a ‘calculated move’ to
demoralise judiciary and sway the adjudication

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday said a
mob gherao of se-

ven judicial officers, con-
fining them without food
or water for more than
nine hours at a govern-
ment office in Malda dis-
trict of West Bengal, re-
portedly after several
voters were struck off the
electoral rolls in the special
intensive revision (SIR) was
not only a “brazen at-
tempt” to browbeat the of-
ficers but also amounted to
a challenge to the authori-
ty of the top court.
Hundreds of judicial of-
ficers have been deployed
on the basis of a Supreme
Court order to function as
Election Registration Offic-
ers and adjudicate objec-
tions raised by voters ex-
cluded from the rolls
during the SIR ahead of the
Assembly election sche-
duled for April 23 and 29.
Noting that three of the
judicial officers were wo-
men, the court said the in-

cident exposed the “com-
plete failure of the civil and
police administration in
the State of West Bengal”.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, asked what
the political leaders were
doing during all those
hours of captivity — could
they not have gone to the
spot and calmed down the
situation.

Ashocked court pointed
out that the judicial officers
were pelted with stones as
they were finally rescued
and led out by the police
after being detained from
3.30 p.m. on Wednesday
till well past midnight.

“This was not a routine
incident. It was ex facie a
calculated, well-planned
and deliberate move to
demoralise the judicial of-
ficers and impact the ongo-
ing process of adjudication
of objections. We will not
allow anyone to interfere
and take law into their
hands by causing fear in
the minds of judicial offic-
ers. This undoubtedly
amounts to criminal con-

Row over roll: People lay siege to the BDO office at
Kaliachak Block Il in Malda, where seven judicial officers
were gheraoed on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

@

This was not a routine
incident. It was ex facie

acalculated, well-planned and

deliberate move to demoralise
the judicial officers and impact

the ongoing process of adju-
dication of objections. We will
not allow anyone to interfere

and take law into their hands by
causing fear in the minds of ju-
dicial officers. This undoubtedly
amounts to criminal contempt

JUSTICE SURYA KANT
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

tempt,” Chief Justice Kant
observed. He said he had
never seen such a “politi-
cally polarised State like
West Bengal”.

“You are forcing us to
say. Unfortunately in your
State, each one of you
speaks a political lan-
guage... I have never seen
such a politically polarised
State. Even in court orders,
the politics is reflected...
‘We passed the order de-
ploying judicial officers be-
cause we thought we could
have a neutral structure for

the adjudication of objec-
tions, and this is how peo-
ple are behaving? Do you
think we are not aware
who are the miscreants be-
hind this incident? T was
monitoring events till 2
am.” Chief Justice Kant
addressed the West Bengal
side.

“Contempt of court’

Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said political leaders who
form part of the executive
of the State and leaders in
the Opposition must con-

demn the incident in one
voice. “The orders of the
judicial  officers  are
deemed to be the orders of
this court. This incident
sought to scuttle the entire
effort, discourage judicial
officers... It amounts to
contempt of court,” Justice
Bagchi remarked.

The court directed the
Election Commission (EC)
to assign the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation or Na-
tional Investigation Agency
with the task to probe the
incident. It directed the

Cc ission to requisition
Central forces to protect
the life, liberty and families
of the judicial officers.

The Bench narrated that
the Registrar General of
the Calcutta High Court
had informed the local pol-
ice and civil administration
for immediate backup on
learning about the gherao.

“The matter was met
with conspicuous inertia
until approximately 8:30
p.m.,” it said. The official
had then contacted the
Home Secretary, the Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP)
and the Chief Justice of the
High Court.

Finally, the High Court
Chief Justice had to inter-
vene personally, following
which the Home Secretary
and the DGP had turned
up at his residence at
midnight.

Chief Justice Kant said
the High Court Chief Jus-
tice, in his letter to the
apex court, had strongly
deprecated the delay on
the part of the police and
the civil administration.
The apex court said the

The court says incident exposed ‘complete failure I ‘Everyone speaks political language, I have never

of officials and police in the State of West Bengal’ seen such a politically polarised State’, CJI adds

Chief Secretary, Home Se-
cretary, DGP, District Col-
lector and Superintendent
of Police had acted in a
“highly deplorable” man-
ner during the hours of cri-
sis. The Bench directed the
DGP, Malda District Magis-
trate and the Superinten-
dent of Police to show
cause why suitable action
should not be taken against
them. The Bench sche-
duled the case for hearing
on April 6.

“They have to place be-
fore this court reasons for
failing to take any effective
measures to secure the sa-
fety of the judicial offic-
ers,” the court ordered.

Senior advocates Kalyan
Bandhopadhyay, Menaka
Guruswamy and Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, — va-
riously representing the
State government and the
ruling Trinamool Congress
leaders, said the Chief Se-
cretary and DGP were the
poll body’s own appoint-
ments in March.

MAMATA BLAMES BJP
» PAGE 4

03A. Gherao of judicial staff a challenge to
SC: CJI

Cabinet’s advice on grant _
of remission to convicts is ;‘TW Ul BTG SC F forg KT

blIldlIlg on GOVEI'I]OI’ . HC e  “This was not a routine incident. It was ex facie a

calculated, well-planned and deliberate move to
demoralise the judicial officers and impact the ongoing
A process of adjudication of objections. We will not allow
] anyone to interfere and take law into their hands by
causing fear in the minds of judicial officers. This
undoubtedly amounts to criminal contempt,” Chief
Justice Kant observed.
= IR Hid = BT, T8 DIg M g 7ol A | T8
WY U W TH Giaiord 3R FIHgedR fohar a1 den
T dlfes <RI SMABTRAT B FoleTed fha S T 3R
fTafrl & ol o ufdear o1 wHIfad fobar o 9 | g9
forddt 1 oft 58U FA SR =R Sl & T 8§ v

UeT FRP B 30 g1y T T Bt AR 18t &1 T8

CHENNAI

A Full Bench of the Madras
High Court on Thursday
held that the Governor,
whether he/she likes it or
not, is bound by the advice
of the Council of Ministers
while exercising powers
under Article 161 of the
Constitution in matters re-
lating to remission and pre-
mature release of convicts.

The Bench comprising
Justices A.D. Jagadish
Chandira, G.K. Ilanthirai-
yan and Sunder Mohan
ruled that the Governor,
under no circumstance,
could exercise any discre-
tion whatsoever to take a

The Governor, under no circumstance, may take a different view
from that of the Council of Ministers, the Bench ruled. FILE PHOTO

State legislature. One of the
Division Benches of the
High Court had rightly fol-
lowed the law, while the
other Bench had wrongly
relied upon the Supreme
Court’s judgment in the
2003 M.P. Special Police

Full Bench of the
Madras High Court
was answering a
reference over two
conflicting decisions
in 2024 by two other
Division Benches

different view from the one Establishment case which : GI'IW »
taken by the Council of was related to the Gover- ﬁwag W % |
Ministers. na lyer, YV. Chandrachud, nor’s statutory function of

The Bench was answer-  P.N. Bhagwati, Syed Murta-  granting sanction to prose-
ing a reference made to it  zaFazalaliand A.D. Koshal. ~ cute Ministers in corrup-
by a Division Bench. M. Jinnah also said, the tion cases.

The Full Bench further
pointed out the Supreme
Court had delivered its ver-
dict in A.G. Perarivalan’s
case only after considering
the M.P. Special Police Es-
tablishment case.

“Therefore, it is clear

The Division Bench con-
sisting of Justices M.S. Ra-
mesh (since retired) and V.
Lakshminarayanan had re-
ferred the matter to the
larger Bench, for an auth-
oritative pronouncement,
in September 2025 after

1980 judgment delivered in
Maru Ramu’s case was fol-
lowed by the Supreme
Court in 2022 too while or-
dering the release of form-
er Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case
convict A.G. Perarivalan.

03A. Cabinet’s advice on grant of remission
to convicts is binding on Governor: HC

aﬁﬁnﬁﬁam (remission) aﬁw%ﬁﬁzaﬂ
TATE ISAUTA TR SIABRY: 8T§ BIc

comingacross two conflict-  He also relied upon Su-  that the ruling [by one of
ing decisions delivered in  preme Court’s 1974 verdict  the Division Benches of the
2024 by two other Division ~ in Shamsher Singh versus  High Court] in Murugan
Benches of the High Court  State of Punjab. alias Thirumalai Murugan H
onthe e, is per incurkam (@ judge. e A Full Bench of the Madras High Court on
While answering the re-  ‘Consistent stance’ ment passed without tak- Thu rsday held that the Governor, whether he/she likes it

ference, the Full Bench
agreed with State Public
Prosecutor Hasan Mo-
hamed Jinnah and advo-
cate M. Radhakrishnan
that the issue had been set-
tled by a Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court in as early as 1980.
The Constitution Bench
in 1980 decision com-
prised Justices V.R. Krish-

After concurring with his
submission, the Full Bench
said, the top court had con-
sistently held the Governor
could not exercise any dis-
cretion while exercising
powers under Article 161 of
the Constitution andithad  discretion in exercise of
been reflected even in its  powers under Article 161 of
recent decision on the Go- the Constitution,” the
vernor’s power to with- Bench led by Justice Chan-
hold Bills passed by the dira concluded.

ing the correct position of
law into consideration) to
the limited extent that it
holds that the ruling in
M.P. Special Police Esta-
blishment permits the Go-
vernor to act in his own

or not, is bound by the advice of the Council of Ministers
while exercising powers under Article 161 of the
Constitution in matters relating to remission and
premature release of convicts.

HETH 8BTS BId &1 gUl Ui3 7 [SaR &1 Bel & Trsaurd,
TTg 98 dTe a1 a1, BIAUT & 3¢ 161 & dgd aivdl
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The Bench comprising Justices A.D. Jagadish Chandira, G.K. llanthiraiyan and Sunder
Mohan ruled that the Governor, under no circumstance, could exercise any discretion
whatsoever to take a different view from the one taken by the Council of Ministers.

AT A.D. STEIRT 9%, G.K. FEfRIRG 3R Far Uig &1 Uis A Fofa 3o fos wrsaura fasht
ot gikiRufa & dfufveg & ofa O s o1 faae e R T8t siom @ |

The Bench was answering a reference made to it by a Division Bench.

g Uis Teh fSdte o9 g1 fobT 1T HaH &1 IR ¢ @1 T

The Division Bench consisting of Justices M.S. Ramesh (since retired) and V.
Lakshminarayanan had referred the matter to the larger Bench, for an authoritative
pronouncement, in September 2025 after coming across two conflicting decisions delivered in
2024 by two other Division Benches of the High Court on the issue.

A M.S. 0 @afAge) 3R v. defRM™uE o fedior o9 3 39 48 W 2024 § &
S-S fAvf) & HRUT RYdeR 2025 H 39 A & 9ot Ui &Y 3ol o7l

While answering the reference, the Full Bench agreed with State Public Prosecutor Hasan
Mohamed Jinnah and advocate M. Radhakrishnan that the issue had been settled by a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in as early as 1980.

ey o1 IR < g YUl 13 A Ireg @i SREIee ga Higwig foram SR sif¥aad M.
TUTH J eI 9IaTs 1o I g1 U B¢ ot AfaeT da gRT 1980 F 81 7 fobwar
b1 YT

The Constitution Bench in 1980 decision comprised Justices V.R. Krishna lyer, Y.V.
Chandrachud, P.N. Bhagwati, Syed Murtaza Fazalali and A.D. Koshal.

1980 & fAuig & Wfaue die & =araygfd v.R. 1 @R, v.V. G5, P.N. HTad!, 9 Gefolr
PoTd 3fell 3R A.D. BT A 1

Mr. Jinnah also said, the 1980 judgment delivered in Maru Ramu’s case was followed by the
Supreme Court in 2022 too while ordering the release of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case convict A.G. Perarivalan.

oft foram = 7% +ft FeT 6 Maru Ramu $¥ (1980) & Thaa &1 T Joid HIE = 2022 # +ft fpar
T, o gd HerTeE Troia Mieh g ud & e A.G. WRIRaeH &I R w1 &1 smew faan
T

He also relied upon the Supreme Court’s 1974 verdict in Shamsher Singh versus State of
Punjab.

I5i G B¢ & 1974 & HIA Shamsher Singh TATH TSI I TR Ht 1R fasam |

‘Consistent stance’

After concurring with his submission, the Full Bench said, the top court had consistently held
the Governor could not exercise any discretion while exercising powers under Article 161 of
the Constitution and it had been reflected even in its recent decision on the Governor’'s power
to withhold Bills passed by the State legislature.

Wmﬁwaﬁ@w%ﬁw%ﬁuﬁﬁwwé%a@zml%
d8d IIUTd IS fIABIUPR ! YT Jbd g & fofal 7 ot foran 8, S fop
IgUTd gRT [AuTRiesT & uid fague! &) A o1 qfad ||

One of the Division Benches of the High Court had rightly followed the law, while the other
Bench had wrongly relied upon the Supreme Court’s judgment in the 2003 M.P. Special
Police Establishment case which was related to the Governor’s statutory function of granting
sanction to prosecute Ministers in corruption cases.

BTS PIC B TP SAIo od = BT BT Ul UTaH [l U, STalfds gasl od o 2003 & M.P.
Special Police Establishment ¥ TR TTad deid ¥ 4RI foban, ST Al & RIam® YsRR
A H RIS B STAfT o I Faferd Tl

The Full Bench further pointed out the Supreme Court had delivered its verdict in A.G.
Perarivalan’s case only after considering the M.P. Special Police Establishment case.

qul & = S g o GoiE Ic 1 A.G. WRIaed 9 § (019 d T893 M.P. Special Police
Establishment & &1 1t &4 # a7 7|
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e “Therefore, it is clear that the ruling [by one of the Division Benches of the High Court] in
Murugan alias Thirumalai Murugan is per incuriam (a judgement passed without taking the
correct position of law into consideration) to the limited extent that it holds that the ruling in
M.P. Special Police Establishment permits the Governor to act in his own discretion in
exercise of powers under Article 161 of the Constitution,” the Bench led by Justice Chandira
concluded.

el dsr ) sreger arelt te 3 fswd FdTan, gwfert a8 Wy § f% Murugan alias

Thirumalai Murugan F1 g 39 G a% per incuriam Wﬁﬂ%ﬂ@lﬁ?ﬁ & H 39

ﬁmﬁmwﬁwﬁ)% GBTTG’WTTR:IT% M.P. Special Police Establishment 1 fAufg
sTuTet

Karnataka law providing internal
quota to SCs put on hold for now

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

Over a month after Gover-
nor Thaawarchand Gehlot
gave his assent to The Kar-
nataka Scheduled Castes
(Sub-classification)  Bill,
2025, that provides for in-
ternal reservation among
the 101 Scheduled Castes
within the 17% SC reserva-
tion quota, the State go-
vernment is yet to gazette
the same.

The government is
learnt to have put the legis-
lation on hold in view of
potential legal challenges
and also under pressure
from those against the cur-
rent internal reservation
matrix.

“It is unlikely that the
government would gazette
the Act before an agree-

ment is arrived at on the in-
ternal reservation among

the Dalit Left and the Dalit
Right factions,” sources
told The Hindu.

Incidentally, a special
Cabinet meeting to arrive
at a consensus on internal
reservation scheduled on
March 27 had to be post-
poned owing to the Model
Code of Conduct for bye-
lections in Bagalkot and
Davangere South Assembly
constituencies.

Law Department sourc-
es acknowledged that legis-
lations are normally pu-
blished in the gazette
immediately after it re-
ceives the Governor’s as-
sent, following which rules
are framed to implement
the Act.

The Act can be imple-
mented only after it is pu-

blished in the gazette.

The legislation provides
for internal reservation
among the Scheduled
Castes with the Dalit Left
(Madiga) and the Dalit
Right (Holeyas) receiving
6% and “touchable” castes
of Lambanis, Bhovis, Kora-
mas, and Korachas along
59 nomadic communities
receiving 5% within the
17% reservation quota for
SCs.

It is learnt that after the
Governor’s assent, the Act
is yet to reach the Social
Welfare Department,
which has to gazette it. The
Department of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs is yet
to send the legislation after
considering various legal
aspects involved in the re-
servation issue, sources
said.

03A. Karnataka law providing internal quota to SCs put on hold for now

SCs & forg sriaf¥® ®ier 3 ara FHled HIA fhasta R

e Over a month after Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot gave his assent to The Karnataka
Scheduled Castes (Sub-classification) Bill, 2025, that provides for internal reservation
among the 101 Scheduled Castes within the 17% SC reservation quota, the State
government is yet to gazette the same.

ISUUTA YTaREG Medld gRI Karnataka Scheduled Castes (Sub-classification) Bill, 2025
DI ot o v 7eA ¥ 3ifie S arg oft, St 101 e sfaril & st 179% SC 3ReoT o
SHTARD RETT BT UTGU FHR 7, Iod WBR A 3 9% 3 7ot F UHIRG e [ g

¢ Incidentally, a special Cabinet meeting to arrive at a consensus on internal reservation
scheduled on March 27 had to be postponed owing to the Model Code of Conduct for
byelections in Bagalkot and Davangere South Assembly constituencies.
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e Thelegislation provides for internal reservation among the Scheduled Castes with the
Dalit Left (Madiga) and the Dalit Right (Holeyas) receiving 6% and “touchable” castes
of Lambanis, Bhovis, Koramas, and Korachas along 59 nomadic communities
receiving 5% within the 17% reservation quota for SCs.

g BT siTfeal & o9 siialke siRemr uer oxar 7, Srad afera duwe @fewm ik
gferazge DI 6%, TUT AQTT, HIdY, BIRTHT, HRTET 3R 59 FH THEST! B 5%

SRE0T AT ], S A 17% SC SAREVT & iR B

ECI transfer controversy, top court’s clarifications
vas

ecently, the Election Commission of

India (ECI) transferred a number of

senior officers in some of the

election-bound States as soon as their
election schedules were announced. In the
election schedule for 2026, polls are to be held in
four States, namely, Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal, and the Union Territory of
Puducherry.

In the State of West Bengal, the Chief Secretary
and Director General of Police — the head of State
administration and the head of the police force —
were among several officials transferred
overnight without the consent or prior
knowledge of the State government. The ECI
claimed that such a step had been taken to ensure
free and fair elections in those States. The States
concerned, particularly West Bengal, were
virtually stunned by the ferocity of these transfer
orders, which have almost paralysed the
administration. The crucial question here is
whether it is within the powers of the ECI to
transfer, in this manner, the heads of State
administration in the name of ensuring free and
fair elections. Are we then to conclude that,
without transferring a handful of top officers, the
ECI cannot conduct free and fair elections? There
are many such disturbing questions that arise
from these transfers.

It is difficult to find any statute under which
such transfers can be made by the ECI. Of course,
it always points to Article 324 of the Constitution
(Superintendence, direction and control of
elections to be vested in an Election Commission)
to justify such actions. It is true that the Article
confers unspecified powers on the ECI to conduct
free and fair elections.

Article 324 and scope of powers

The Supreme Court of India had, in Mohinder
Singh Gill and Anr. vs The Chief Election
Commissioner, New Delhi and Ors. (1978), and in a
host of other cases, held that Article 324 is a
plenary provision which is in fact a reservoir of
powers that can be used by the ECI whenever the
need arises to ensure free and fair elections. But
in all such cases the Court has added a rider that
such powers can be used only where the field is
unoccupied by a statute. In other words, the ECI
cannot draw any such power from Article 324
where a law made by Parliament or a State
legislature holds the field in which case it has to
obey that law.

In Mohinder Singh Gill, the Court made the
following significant observations which have
clearly laid out the scope of the powers under
this Article as well as its limitations. It said, “The

P.D.T. Achary

Former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

Article 324 does
not give
unfettered
powers to the
Election
Commission

of India

Constitution, contemplates a free and fair
election and vests comprehensive responsibilities
of superintendence, direction and control of the
conduct of elections in the Election Commission.
This responsibility may cover powers, duties and
functions of many sorts, administrative or other,
depending on the circumstances”.

However, there is a caveat. The Court added,
“Two limitations at least are laid on its plenary
character in the exercise thereof. Firstly, when
Parliament or any State Legislature has made
valid law, relating to or in connection with
elections, the Commission shall act in conformity
with, not in violation of such provisions but
where such law is silent Art. 324 is a reservoir of
power to, act for the avowed purpose of, not
divorced from pushing forward a free and fair
election with expedition. Secondly, the
Commission shall be responsible to the rule of
law, act bona fide and be amenable to the norms
of natural justice in so-far as conformance to such
canons can reasonably and realistically be
required of it as fairplay-in-action in a most
important area of the constitutional order, viz.,
elections”

The issue of statutory backing

The officers belonging to the all India services are
governed by the All India Services Act and the
rules made thereunder. The transfer of an officer
is the exclusive prerogative of the government.
The all India service officers who are serving a
State government are under the administrative
control of the State government which has
exclusive authority to transfer them at any time.

Under the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution, the State Public Services are under
the exclusive control of the State governments. It
is the exclusive function of the governments — the
State and the Union - to deal with all aspects of
the services of the officers serving under these
governments.

The crucial question that has arisen in the
context of the transfer of senior officials of the
State governments under the orders of the ECl is
whether this action has any statutory backing.
The duty of the ECI is to conduct elections in a
free and fair manner. Of course, it has all the
powers to perform this task in accordance with
the mandate of the Constitution and statute.

Article 324(6) requires the State government or
the Union government to make available to the
ECI on demand the staff required by it to conduct
elections. The Representation of the People Act of
1950 as well as the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 contain elaborate provisions that deal
with the duties and powers of the ECI. Nowhere

do any of these Acts contain any provision that
empowers the ECI to transfer the head of a state
administration or the head of the state police
force, while keeping the State government in the
dark, on the ground that their continuance in
their posts will hamper the conduct of free and
fair elections.

It is true that the Court has held that Article
324 has plenary powers to ensure free and fair
election. But the Court has never dealt with the
transfer of the seniormost officers in States by the
ECI, taking the State governments by surprise and
resulting in a paralysis of the administration, in
the exercise of its plenary powers under Article
324. Apart from that, the Court has itself clarified
that if the field is occupied by the law, the ECI
needs to obey that law. It may be argued that the
law mentioned by the Court must be related to,
or in connection with, the election. It may also be
argued that the All India Services Act or its rules
are not laws relating to elections, but that is a
very narrow, technical view.

The crucial point is that the ECI is not
empowered to bypass a law made by Parliament
dealing with the transfers and postings of all India
Service officers, and cannot transfer such officers
at will over the heads of the State government.
The underlying assumption in such transfers is
that those officers will not allow the ECI to
conduct elections in a free and fair manner.

On ‘unchecked power’
The ECI has a proud history of conducting
elections in the country since 1951-52. It has
always depended on State government officials to
accomplish this task as the ECI does not have any
machinery of its own to undertake such a gigantic
exercise. The ECI, by branding them as men
lacking integrity and removing them from their
posts on the eve of an election is a new trend that
will most certainly demoralise civil servants in
the country. It is also not clear under what
procedure the ECI has reached the conclusion
that these officers are biased and unsuitable for
conducting free and fair elections. Article 324
does not give unfettered powers to the ECIL. The
Court, which granted plenary powers to the ECI,
had also said this in Mohinder Singh Gill - “No
one is an imperium in imperio in our
constitutional order. It is reasonable to hold that
the Commissioner cannot defy the law armed by
Article 324. Likewise, his functions are subject to
the norms of fairness and he cannot act
arbitrarily. Unchecked power is alien to our
system.”

These words from the highest court of the land
are loud and clear enough.

03A. ECI transfer controversy, top court’s clarifications

SN13MS Rl f3arg, 2 sregrea ot wwang

e Recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI) transferred a number of senior o cers in
some of the election-bound States as soon as their election schedules were announced.

BT & H, W forafes Smai = 19 ara Trsal # A9 Hdsd 9iftd 81 € 3% aiky
SHfRrBIRAl 1 RIHIAR R fea|

¢ In the election schedule for 2026, polls are to be held in four States, namely, Assam, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, and the Union Territory of Puducherry.

2026 & TG HRIHH & TR, 3RTH, BId, dRIeATg MR U Smer qut Ha=nfd uex
I B g g €
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In the State of West Bengal, the Chief Secretary and Director General of Police — the
head of State administration and the head of the police force — were among several o¢ cials
transferred overnight without the consent or prior knowledge of the State government.

uf3m se o gy afa ok gfer weTf o= afitd &3 ifem1ial & IR RIFIR0T I
DR Bl SFBRT AT YgHfd B o1 R fagr ma|

The ECI claimed that such a step had been taken to ensure free and fair elections in those
States.

frafes omaiT = Fe1 for o5 Fed wda o fsaer gATa YT & & fae Iamn mar 8|
The States concerned, particularly West Bengal, were virtually stunned by the ferocity of
these transfer orders, which have almost paralysed the administration.

Hifdrd ey, faRIY U Q i3 e, 37 HSR RITTAROT TR I W I8 Y, fored U=
TRTHT &Y g T

The crucial question here is whether it is within the powers of the ECI to transfer, in this
manner, the heads of State administration in the name of ensuring free and fair elections.
uaa@rwaa%ﬁ?wﬁaﬁqamaﬁsvwww%w@aﬂwaﬂﬁm
fIHR §, Taa SR freaes gA1d & A0 R

Are we then to conclude that, without transferring a handful of top o+ cers, the ECI cannot
conduct free and fair elections?

71 30! 3 78 8 & oo 2 it &1 wmiaRun faru famm frates smak fRraer gama
g1 BRI T2

There are many such disturbing questions that arise from these transfers.

39 MR ¥ B3 U RidoHe Uy ST gl 8

It is die cult to » nd any statute under which such transfers can be made by the ECI.

T DTS WY ST TIoHl B ¢ forder dgd FHrafast ST T8 RIFiaRo o o |

Of course, it always points to Article 324 of the Constitution (Superintendence, direction
and control of elections to be vested in an Election Commission) to justify such actions.

g, a8 SH TAUTH F 3Ted¢ 324 T gara T 7, o BT 0T 3R T
S{TNT ! T 7T B o

It is true that the Article confers unspecis ed powers on the ECI to conduct free and fair
elections.

%ﬁ%%%aﬁﬁaﬁqmﬁmmmm%maﬁﬁwaw
FRITP |

Article 324 and scope of powers

TG 324 3R fFTAN BT FRIRT

The Supreme Court of India had, in Mohinder Singh Gill vs Chief Election
Commissioner (1978), and in several other cases, held that Article 324 is a plenary
provision which is in fact a reservoir of powers that can be used by the ECI whenever the
need arises to ensure free and fair elections.

YIRd & Haiw Ararey - WigfHer Rig fira s9m g1 fafe= smgad (1978) It w3
Wﬁwﬁm&?ﬁ:smwwuﬁm%aﬁ?uﬁmm USR ¢ forget 3uanT
ferafa= M siaxgedar uss R &R Iohdl gl

But in all such cases the Court has added a rider that such powers can be used only where
the « eld is unoccupied by a statute.

AT =7 Tt AT | <ITaTerd 3 U8 Ud site! {3 34 Xfdal T IUANT bad dd 5T S Tl §
e 39 &3 § s B AR B

In other words, the ECI cannot draw any such power from Article 324 where a law made by
Parliament or a State legislature holds the ¢ eld in which case it has to obey that law.

SR ea! B, T8 e a1 oy fAUTTHSd &1 S a1 &, 96! (ara- TanT 3wdq 324 9
T T8} & YhdT 3R I I B BT UTei BT 1T

In Mohinder Singh Gill, the Court made signie cant observations which clearly laid out the
scope of the powers under this Article as well as its limitations.

Mefiez Rig fra arre 3 =mrer 3 veayf fewforr o, feia 59 s & dgd Xfaddl
3R 3! Hrarstt &1 Wy |
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e It said, “The Constitution contemplates a free and fair election and vests comprehensive
responsibilities of superintendence, direction and control of the conduct of elections in the
Election Commission.
=W Fgl T % Wyur T iR fsues gATa o e Rl § 3R gATal & TaraH o
TR, fo=m ofik forimror &5t s formieRt et st &1 St 5|

e This responsibility may cover powers, duties and functions of many sorts, administrative
or other, depending on the circumstances”.

T Rriier) TR % SaR Rt ToR o) <ifdd, wda ok Braf & 21 2 gHd!
2, 918 3 U B a1 3|

o However, there is a caveat. The Court added, “Two limitations at least are laid on its plenary
character in the exercise thereof.
gTeiiidh, S Ueb HE YUl el ¢ | ~ITery A gl fob b1 qut Trfekaal ob Tl TR hH A A &
T B

e Firstly, when Parliament or any State Legislature has made valid law, relating to or in
connection with elections, the Commission shall act in conformity with, not in violation of
such provisions but where such law is silent Art. 324 is a reservoir of power to act for the
purpose of ensuring free and fair elections.
UgT I1d, S G A1 3194 [AUT=Risd - gATal § Haid Pls a9 PRI ST 81, af SR B
I & TR T FRAT I, Afch1 w81 U1 B el §, J81 Srgede 324 fAreuer g=ma gffda
TR & fo Sfad 1 Ad 5|

e Secondly, the Commission shall be responsible to the rule of law, act bona fide and be
amenable to the norms of natural justice in so far as conformance can reasonably be
required in elections.
ORI A1, SN ) BT B ATHA BT YT BHRAT BT, g1 A SR HAT g1 3R
T fae < & Rygidl &1 ureid =1 g1 |

The issue of statutory backing
AT SMUR Ty

e The o cers belonging to the All India Services are governed by the All India Services Act
and the rules made thereunder.

AR YRR Tarait & ISR e U Jar ufif=rw iR 9% ol & dgd Fafd
gld g

e The transfer of an oe cer is the exclusive prerogative of the government.
fort SRR T RIMIARUT 3T WRPR BT IR 3iftpR 21

e The all India service o+ cers serving a State government are under the administrative
control of the State government, which has exclusive authority to transfer them at any time.

I B HRRA RId YR a1 SHUYSRT I TRBR & YRIRI-P =707 § §id § SR 371
QIR 5ad Jgl IR Tl 5|
e Under the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, the State Public Services are under the
exclusive control of the State governments. ]
AT it ATadl SR & AR, I AP A G aRE o9 WRPRI & (707 & el ¢ |
e |tis the exclusive function of the governments — the State and the Union — to deal with all
aspects of the services of the o+ cers serving under these governments.
SHTYHTRAT BT Tar F S Tt AT BT Yaie I 3R Fg IRBRI &1 [a=-Y S ¢ |
e The crucial question that has arisen is whether the transfer of senior o« cials of the State
governments under the orders of the ECI has any statutory backing.

a@qgﬂa@%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁqmmma@mﬁ%wwwﬁé%m%mm%
B

e The duty of the ECI is to conduct elections in a free and fair manner and it has powers to
perform this task in accordance with the Constitution and statute.

START &1 Bl W 3R fAsaes gama o 8 3R 39 fo 39 Afaem iR S
& IR NfeTdl U & |
e Article 324(6) requires the State or Union government to make available to the ECI the
stas required to conduct elections.
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TG 324(6) & , XTS5 IT H% PR B! gH1d & 01U HaRIS HHAR] FHata SRIRT
ﬁmmﬁ@?fgl

The Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the Representation of the People Act,
1951 contain elaborate provisions dealing with the duties and powers of the ECI.

gquﬁrﬁrfﬁaarfﬁﬁm 1950 3R 1951 ® fatea smay &} wfaaat $ik wdedl &1 fawgd auiH
I

Nowhere do these Acts contain any provision that empowers the ECI to transfer the head of
a State administration or the head of the police force without informing the State
government, on the ground that their continuance may hamper free and fair elections.

2 Ao & et off T gy T8t § o et ST &1 Irsa U= ar gl weRa
RIFIARU HH BT DR <l 81, 98 H I IRPR Bl ¢ 941, T8 Fad gu b 39!
IuRRUfA g1d DI guTfad St

It is true that the Court has held that Article 324 has plenary powers to ensure free and fair
election.

Ig el ¢ b <amrerd = T § [ Srfede 324 & yuf xifaaal ¢ arfes Taaa oix foreags gema
gTEd fob S o |

But the Court has never dealt with the transfer of the seniormost o+ cers in States by the
ECI, taking the State governments by surprise and resulting in a paralysis of the
administration, in the exercise of its plenary powers under Article 324.

Qe =amarerg A it ot fPratast maiT gRT val & afvy st & wu=iaRur & amd
R faaR =78} forar, form I WReR e T8 3R WRITH U g1 7T, Tt I8 3rJedq 324 Bt
il & dgd fobar T

Apart from that, the Court has itself clarie ed that if the ¢ eld is occupied by the law, the ECI
needs to obey that law.

YD AT, R = Wy a1 g b afg ot &= & o divgg @, @ fFafest smarr &t
ST UTe BT gRT |

It may be argued that the law mentioned by the Court must be related to, or in connection
with, the election.

gg dd faar 51 b § fs <amaray gR1 Ifcafad s gTa [ Hefka g1 anfRu

It may also be argued that the All India Services Act or its rules are not laws relating to
elections, but that is a very narrow, technical view.

g Y g1 S TobaT B b if@rer WReta Qe erfiforaw gama | Jafid & 761 8, ofdb o8
Te 9gd Yool 3R ap-a! e gl

The crucial point is that the ECI is not empowered to bypass a law made by Parliament
dealing with the transfers and postings of All India Service o« cers, and cannot transfer such
o+ cers at will over the heads of the State government.

T 910 I8 & b Hata STIRT §HE GRT 91T T BT I RIHAR To! B Jobdl, Sl
AT URRT T SURIBTIGT & RITTAROT F YT §, 3R AT WBR B ToRSaTSl XD
HAAM S0 Y ITehT RIHIARUN Tg1 B Hebell|

The underlying assumption in such transfers is that those o+ cers will not allow the ECI to
conduct elections in a free and fair manner.

T RIMIARUI & G I8 YR & b 3 sifieRT fates smavn &1 fArsaer gema e & aren
SISl

On ‘unchecked power’

3 ufer =

The ECI has a proud history of conducting elections in the country since 1951-52.

forafes emaT &1 3% ¥ 1951-52 T TG FHR HT TRECH g™ @8

It has always depended on State government o¢ cials as it does not have any machinery of
its own to undertake such a gigantic exercise.

g GHRT I TBR & fd1ial R AR 3571 8 Fifer 39 U W &1 DI JaRAT -Tel 5

The ECI, by branding them as men lacking integrity and removing them from their posts on

the eve of an election is a new trend that will most certainly demoralise civil servants in the
country.
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fyafea smahT gRT ST &) SAFGRIEH FdTR TA1d ¥ Ugd geT Ud s Ugi ¢ it
fAf3a U ¥ AN Aad! &1 a-ad PRI

e |tis also not clear under what procedure the ECI has reached the conclusion that these
o+ cers are biased and unsuitable for conducting free and fair elections.

75 ft Wy e ® T forafeer smar = fw ufthar & dgd s sl ! varard ok
U T

e Article 324 does not give unfettered powers to the ECI.
324 oI AT =faar gt <ol
e The Court in Mohinder Singh Gill said, “No one is an imperium in imperio in our
constitutional order.
Wﬁmmmmﬁm%m@mmﬁm 1t gote: T g 61
I
e |tis reasonable to hold that the Commissioner cannot defy the law armed by Article 324.

Ig 3fd § fob Sigad Sedg 324 & YR W BT BI agal -1l X Tl |

e Likewise, his functions are subject to the norms of fairness and he cannot act arbitrarily.
T THR, 39S B Frwwgrar & Ragial & o= § oiR 98 I9ETH SRl 78T HR Gha

e Unchecked power is alien to our system.

AT Wi g9R 71 & a8l 21

Education Ministry
notifies NCERT as
deemed university

The Ministry’s notification enables the NCERT to offer courses and grant

degrees; it directs the education body to begin doctoral programmes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Education Mi-
I nistry has issued a
notification declar-

ing the National Council
for Educational Research
and Training, or NCERT,
an institution deemed to
be a university, enabling it
to offer courses or pro-

grammes and  grant
degrees.
In the notification dated

March 30, the Ministry said
that the University Grants
Commission (UGC) had ap-
proved the expert panel’s
recommendations to grant
deemed university status
to the NCERT — a nodal
school curriculum body —
in January, following which
the Ministry notified the
grant of status to the coun-
cil

The notification confers
the status on the NCERT,
along with its six regional
institutes, provided that a
list of conditions is met.

These conditions pre-
vent the NCERT from in-
dulging in any activities
that are “commercial” and
“profit-making” in nature,
and mandate that all aca-

NCERT upgrade

The new status empowers the council to design academic
programmes and expand its role from a curriculum body to a
higher education and research institution

demic courses or pro-
grammes must conform to
the norms and standards
prescribed by the UGC and
the concerned statutory
bodies or councils. The
notification mandates the
NCERT to start pro-
grammes and off-campus
or on offshore campuses
“only in accordance with
the norms and guidelines
issued by the UGC, from
time to time, on the sub-
ject”

The Ministry has said
the NCERT “shall take ap-
propriate steps” to begin
research and doctoral pro-
grammes, and “innovative
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Website : patrioticias.in

| |t must comply with UGC
norms, avoid commercial/
profit-driven activities, and
follow strict guidelines for new
or offshore campuses

B |t must expand into research
and innovative academic areas
while securing accreditation
from NAAC and programme
ratings from the National
Board of Accreditation

academic programmes”
and the institute must not
confine itself to the new
emerging areas, but also
“endeavour” to expand in-
to other domains that are
in accordance with UGC
regulations and the Nation-
al Education Policy of
2020. The Ministry said the
NCERT must take all the
measures required to get
its academic programmes
and courses rated for ac-
creditation by the National
Board of Accreditation,
and for the institute itself
by the National Assess-
ment and Accreditation
Council.

These words from the highest court of the land are loud and clear enough.

%maﬁaﬁaw%ﬁwwsﬁ?w
|
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03A. Education Ministry notifies
NCERT as deemed university

fRrem w31 A NCERT &1 S
fayfemey aifva fear

e The Ministry’s natification enables the
NCERT to offer courses and grant degrees; it
directs the education body to begin doctoral
programmes.

TATY B! UG NCERT &1 UTSIhH Idtierd
B 3R S Uem B H Gew ST 8 T8 e
T B STae¥e BTRIBH L= B BT Fo St

o

e The Education Ministry has issued a
notification declaring the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
an institution deemed to be a university, enabling
it to offer courses or programmes and grant
degrees.
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TR wATerd = U SiUgE SR IR WP AfdE STHUT 3R UfR&or ufkug (NCERT) 1
Sire fayfaae 9t fvan 8, R 9 UTeushd a1 SRishd JaTfad $H3- 3R & UgH HA
B SFTAR et B

In the notification dated March 30, the Ministry said that the University Grants Commission
(UGC) had approved the expert panel’s recommendations to grant deemed university status
to the NCERT — a nodal school curriculum body — in January, following which the Ministry
notified the grant of status to the council.

30 AT &1 SRS & Haa A FE1 o fayfaemea sgem emaT (UGe) A wiast § favivg
gAfa ot RN o dedt <t o, fSH NCERT — U U Wbl UTaIshH Fdbrd — o Sitg
fayfaenea &1 aof < S 3= &t 718 off, e s1e HaTerd = 98 gl uaH fohar|
The notification confers the status on the NCERT, along with its six regional institutes,
provided that a list of conditions is met.

g TG NCERT 3R 3% B8 ST TRITHY &I T8 &o1l U™ HRdl 8, Id & X! &l
grer fobar S|
These conditions prevent the NCERT from indulging in any activities that are “commercial”
and “profit-making” in nature, and mandate that all academic courses or programmes must
conform to the norms and standards prescribed by the UGC and the concerned statutory
bodies or councils.

S 30! & d8d NCERT &I “SATaEII®” 3R “A1H HU arei” Tfafaft) § =nfid g9 ¥ A
%IT;”%, 3R Tt Resfres UraasHH B UGC TUT Tefd duTHes RdTl & AH! &1 UTe &l

I
The notification mandates the NCERT to start programmes and off-campus or on offshore
campuses “only in accordance with the norms and guidelines issued by the UGC, from time to
time, on the subject.”

SIRREHT & SJUR NCERT $ad UGC §RT UHY-IHY TR TRT fe=mf=q=il & 3J9R gt
B H 3R SHTh-Huy 1 faeslh uRER) &t YB3Hd P JebaT 7|
The Ministry has said the NCERT “shall take appropriate steps” to begin research and
doctoral programmes, and “innovative academic programmes” and the institute must not
confine itself to the new emerging areas, but also “endeavour” to expand into other domains
that are in accordance with UGC regulations and the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020.

HATCR 3 B8 {6 NCERT & RIUT 3R STaeve STAdHH quT TR Qeifore Srihd =
FA & 1T I HeH I3 BT 3R U Had IR &1 b Wifid g1 Ye+1 IIeT, Sfch
ucc fral Sk st fRran FHifa (NEP) 2020 & gy o &1 # i fawR s =1iRul

The Ministry said the NCERT must take all the measures required to get its academic
programmes and courses rated for accreditation by the National Board of Accreditation
(NBA), and for the institute itself by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC).

TG 3 Pl fb NCERT &1 307 R1&ifres HrishHT 3R UTeushHl &l National Board of
Accreditation (NBA) J 9T fedM Sik IIH & folu National Assessment and

Accreditation Council (NAAC) ¥ Tedidh+ UTe - & ol Gt 3TaRde Had S gl |
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After Trump's taunts, threats, Europe
has to reimagine its security paradigm
T he U.S. appears poised to break with 77

years of partnership with Western Euro-

pean nations under the security umbrella
of NATO, especially after its President Donald
Trump has said that he is “absolutely” consider-
ing withdrawing from the alliance, which in his
view is a “paper tiger”. This and similar remarks
by Mr. Trump have followed White House’s appa-
rent frustration that European and other allies
did not expediently send military assets into West
Asia to assist the U.S. and Israel in their war cam-
paign against Iran, particularly to secure safe pas-
sage for oil tankers through the Strait of Hormuz,
currently under Tehran’s control. Mr. Trump has
frequently complained about getting less from
NATO than Washington was putting into it, saying
recently to the media, “... it'’s a one-way street”.
He has further hinted that NATO may have be-
come an ineffectual global force when he recent-
ly observed that Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin also “knows” that NATO lacks teeth to defend
its members — a comment that gains additional
salience in the context of Moscow’s military ag-
gression against Ukraine and its likely further mil-
itary adventurism in the Baltic states region.

At the heart of the heightened tension in the
U.S.-NATO relationship is Washington’s constant
refrain that defence spending by its European
partners has fallen short of expectations — even if
the immediate trigger for talk of withdrawing
from NATO is the Iran war context. A prior ques-
tion of legality remains unanswered too: under
section 1250A of the 2024 National Defense Auth-
orization Act, signed into force by former Presi-
dent Joe Biden, no U.S. President may unilaterally
withdraw from NATO; rather they would require
either a two-thirds Senate supermajority or an
act of Congress towards this end. In the longer
arc of history spanning the two Trump terms, a
split with NATO, a security alliance, might not be
of the same order as the eviscerating institutions
of global governance and cooperation, which in-
clude the WTO and UN system organisations. But
it is part of Mr. Trump’s simultaneous pursuit of
American global dominance and splendid isola-
tion. On the one hand it may come as a relief to
some that Mr. Trump’s inward turn, pulling the
U.S. back from global collaborative engagements
could leave a security vacuum that could be op-
portunistically exploited by middle powers. Ho-
wever, for the world at large, and from a growth
and economic stability perspective, the shock of
a partner-nation abandoning its commitments
worldwide will likely lead to a recalibration of
trust and strategic calculus, ultimately remaking
the rules-based international order and the glo-
bal balance of cooperation across emerging pow-
ers. In this new post-Pax Americana world, Eu-
rope, more than most, will have to reimagine its
security paradigm from first principles.

03A. A betrayal foretold

U qarqur=id fayrrema

e The U.S. appears poised to break with 77 years of
partnership with Western European nations under the
security umbrella of NATO, especially after its President
Donald Trump has said that he is “absolutely” considering
withdrawing from the alliance, which in his view is a “paper
tiger”.

MY 77 6l 3 TR o ufdnht QR 3=t & 91y el
& TR& ¢ P ded died o A § fewg w18, @ee o
YU SIHTeS ¢ A &1 & [ 4 39 66T § g2 R ‘L e’
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e He has further hinted that NATO may have become an
ines ectual global force when he recently observed that
Russian President Vladimir Putin also “knows” that NATO
lacks teeth to defend its members — a comment that gains
additional salience in the context of Russia’s aggression
against Ukraine and its possible future actions in the Baltic
states region.

I8 I8 1t T faan o et v syt Ay =ife 971 o
3, 99 3o Pol [ ¥t Ipufa sfgHR gied ot od & b

A1l ¥ S Wl P 3T HIA Pt At 1 HH 7, S geh

W& & ATHAYT 3R qifeed &7 § Hwvifad Tfafafl & waa
A agagf gl

e At the heart of the heightened tension in the U.S.-
NATO relationship is Washington’s constant refrain that
defence spending by its European partners has fallen short

of expectations — even if the immediate trigger for talk of
withdrawing from NATO is the Iran war context.

SANPT-ATE Tt § 95 a9 &1 T HRUT T8 § [ smfkat
BT AT & fob 3P QR ATRSRY §RT &1 T emay §
F g — YA 8 TP HRUT 3 I Dt FRATA B

e A prior question of legality remains unanswered too:
under section 1250A of the 2024 National Defense
Authorization Act, signed into force by former President Joe
Biden, no U.S. President may unilaterally withdraw from
NATO; rather they would require either a two-thirds Senate
supermajority or an act of Congress towards this end.

TS I U9 W 3gARd §: 2024 F IPTT & UTRIGOT

Sftfay $t ¥RT 12500 & dgd, o gd Sargsa
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A path to peace in West Asia beyond Pakistan talks

much-talked-about meeting finally took

place in Pakistan. The Foreign Ministers of

Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Egypt sat
together with Pakistan, in Islamabad on March
29, to explore ways out of the war in West Asia.
Just before this, Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had a long conversation with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian. Then, Pakistan
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar was in China to hold talks on restoring
peace and stability in West Asia. All this sounds
grand but is only a tiny step in a long process,
where the devil lies in the details.

Ceasefire requirement

The very first step is to hammer out a ceasefire.
That will happen only when both sides — the
United States/Israel and Iran — either concede
victory or have exhausted themselves to a
standstill. In the first regard, it is unclear what the
U.S. sees as a ‘win,’ with U.S. President Donald
Trump shifting goals rapidly — from
denuclearisation to regime change, and, after a
whole rung of leaders in Iran were killed, to an
undefined ‘surrender’. As of now, it seems that
the U.S’s ultimate objective is to control the Strait
of Hormuz, similar to its ‘securing’ of the Panama
Canal.

Similarly, Israel’s early call for a people’s
uprising in Iran after the assassination of their
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei does not stand
scrutiny. Any intelligence agency worth its salt
would know that any ‘uprising’ requires a
carefully selected group to lead it, either within
or outside the country. Moreover, such a move
must happen in the first few weeks of war.

Beyond that, any leadership would be
hard-pressed to negotiate an end to war in the
face of a furious public. It seems, then, that
Israel’s objective was to decimate, once and for
all, Iran’s entire capability to strike. That point
has not yet been reached, as is clearly apparent.

Former Director,
National Security
Council Secretariat

India could lead
a Global South
initiative at the
United Nations
to mediate the
‘West Asia war

Therefore, Tel Aviv will remain lukewarm toward
an end to the war.

In terms of the subject of ‘exhaustion’, the
U.S., of all sides, witnessed one of the largest
non-violent marches in American history. True,
the ‘No Kings’ protest was not specifically against
the war, but it still counts politically. Meanwhile,
at least two aircraft carriers of the United States
have moved out of range, amid reports of
munitions shortages. Israel is being hit, regardless
of the famed ‘Iron Dome’ — its air defence system
— though the extent is debatable. Iran is bleeding,
and badly. Each side has summarily rejected the
demands of the other — at least in public.

Second, mediation is a process. The first step is
a ceasefire, which is no easy task when there is
zero trust. The U.S., after all, attacked Iran even
as negotiations were on. Washington, in turn,
accused Israel of unilaterally attacking the Pars
gas field, causing a serious escalation. In this
case, a ceasefire will need a force capable of
enforcing it; primarily, only a physical presence
can provide security guarantees. That needs a
United Nations mandate to be legal in what is an
entirely illegal war.

In sum, a UN Security Council (UNSC) member
will have to vote for a peacekeeping force that can
act in case of transgressions. That is farcical, even
assuming that the U.S. would heed a despised UN.

Revisiting history
There is, however, a way out. In the 1956 Suez
Crisis, when Egypt nationalised the Suez Canal,
France and the United Kingdom blocked UNSC
action. The General Assembly passed the ‘Uniting
for Peace’ resolution which authorised
peacekeepers in a rare move that bypassed the
UNSC. It brought peace, but only because a U.S.
President, in this case Dwight D. Eisenhower,
twisted allies’ arms. In sum, the UN only works
when a strong country decides it should

Third is the question of troop contributors.

03A. A path to peace in West Asia beyond Pakistan talks
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Israel is being hit despite the Iron Dome defence system, though the extent is debated.

SORTSA TR SRR S & F199G GH 81 3% &, BTdifes Iab! igal TR Hd9E 3|

e [ran is bleeding badly, and all sides have rejected each other's demands publicly.

gﬂqﬁvﬂiwﬁumﬁas‘rwéaﬁ?mﬁq&ﬁﬁmw@rwﬁiaﬁmﬁaﬁw
|

Presumably, that will include Egypt, Tiirkiye and
Pakistan, all with large standing armies. Egypt
recognises Israel, and Tiirkiye is a member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Pakistan may
consider a token presence rather than having to
honour its Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement
with Saudi Arabia, which was signed in 2025. Mr.
Dar’s visit to China yielded only a five-point peace
plan, which also called for the delivery of
humanitarian aid. This will require some
presence of aid agencies, presumably under UN
cover.

Primarily, China is expected to persuade Iran
to accept a ceasefire, though ‘persuasion” will
require something more concrete than a plan. A
direct security commitment is out of the
question. No one wants a third world war. Other
countries, such as Indonesia and Malaysia — both
of whom support the Pakistani initiative — may
weigh in, with the whole effort funded by the Gulf
countries.

So far, so good. But Iran does not entirely trust
the mediators. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates are allegedly pushing the Americans to
attack Iran and ‘“finish the job. In 2024, the
Pakistanis bombed Iran, and Tiirkiye’s Kurdish
problem has Iranian tentacles.

A role for New Delhi

India had best keep out of such dubious ventures,
though it should talk to all sides to prevent
escalation. While China is an unlikely partner in
this, there is also Australia, the Southeast Asian
countries and India’s neighbours, all of whom
have been hit hard by the energy crisis.

This might be the time for Indian diplomacy to
fire up and rally the ‘Global South’ at the UN,
fostering a united opposition to the war and
pushing for a lasting ceasefire. A global voice
must be heard, not just through a single channel,
no matter how busy. That might just be the
impetus that the UN needs.

e Second, mediation is a process, and ceasee re is only the first step.

IRT, LA U UfhdT § 3R &AW dad Ugar TRuT ¢ |
e ltisdie cult when there is zero trust between the sides.
9 vl & g fayra 1Y gran, 0 a8 Sf7 g arar g
e The U.S. attacked Iran even during negotiations, while Washington accused Israel of
attacking the Pars gas field.
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A cease- re will require a force capable of enforcing it, with a physical presence for
security guarantees.

SR AR HRA & oY g & mazaesar grft, it Wifae SufRufa 3 qRem gfda w1
That requires a United Nations mandate to be legal in an otherwise illegal war.

TP foIT HYS Y BT TG SIS GR1N, Hifch I8 g YT AU 5 |

In sum, a UN Security Council (UNSC) member must support a peacekeeping force to
enforce compliance.

3iict:, WY TP YR&M UNYE & Yo B Wifer A1 & GHUT § HaaH A1 ghm|
However, this seems unrealistic, especially if the U.S. ignores the United Nations.

gIalifes, T8 SfaRdfad AT &, W AfG SARDT TG P P S Hram 3 |

Revisiting history

sfaer @t givten

There is, however, a way out. In the 1956 Suez Crisis, when Egypt nationalised the Suez
Canal, France and the United Kingdom blocked UNSC action.

gIeTifoh, Tob IR HIS[G &1 1956 & ¥l Hbe H, 51 fHe = Taol T8 T ABAPHRUT fohaT, e
Wid 3R gATSeS fhTsH - WYa Y FR&T URUG Bt SRS oI A el

The General Assembly passed the ‘Uniting for Peace’ resolution which authorised
peacekeepers in a rare move that bypassed the UNSC.

YD ST WY MY HGRIHT A AT Bk A WRara Uik fobar, fora wrifer =m o1
31 fora SR GR&fm ufvug #i afrR foa|

It brought peace, but only because a U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower pressured
allies.

Y A 318, <ifd Paet safe Rl ARSI wgufa garse 1. smgei=erar 73U+
TR W gaTd STe

In sum, the UN only works when a strong country decides it should.

Tary 7, wgad g 7 Tt 8 8 S IS fdimedt 3% 38 o1l A a7

Third is the question of troop contributors.

™1 vy & aRTeF®atsl a1 |

Presumably, that will include Egypt, Turkiye and Pakistan, all with large standing armies.
YYaa: 3o o, i v urfeswar=r 2nfora €17, fomas urg 9t ¥ 5

Egypt recognises Israel, and Tirkiye is a member of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

e soRTsa Y AT AT 8, SR gfhd A1) B g ¢ |

Pakistan may consider a token presence rather than honouring its Strategic Mutual
Defence Agreement with Saudi Arabia (2025).

TR Syad: TdldTared SUTRIFY ST, SO 2025 & THd1 3R V&l I & T8 e
fuH &1

Mr. Ishaq Dar’s visit to China yielded only a five-point peace plan, including humanitarian
aid delivery.

mﬁvaﬁiﬁﬂw@raﬁauﬁﬁgaﬁaﬁw&rmﬂmﬁ 318, forgw wrdta JeTaer
SRl

This will require some presence of aid agencies, presumably under UN cover.

T fore weraen TR 3t SufRufY oz grfl, Gvaa: Wge Y & ded|

Primarily, China is expected to persuade Iran to accept a ceasee re, though persuasion will
require something more concrete.

T &0 A 3101 B 7 95 S ot gegfaRm & fRyw w1, greiifes 59 for S Surg
I SD g |

A direct security commitment is out of the question as no one wants a third world war.
IS 1Y el GR&T Ufagar Gud et 8, Fiifeh s o e fay g e =g

Other countries like Indonesia and Malaysia, supporting the Pakistani initiative, may
contribute, funded by the Gulf countries.

' SR AR/ S 31, S UIfhear 5t Ugd &1 99T aRd §, INeH ¢ Idhd @,
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e So far, so good. But Iran does not entirely trust the mediators.
3l O T SV AT 8, Al ST ARl TR G aRE HRIT el vl
e Saudi Arabia and UAE are allegedly pushing the U.S. to attack Iran and “finish the job”.

ST IR R TSl 3R 3N IS MNP &1 $7 W gl w31 & o NI HR R B

e In 2024, Pakistan bombed Iran, and Tiirkiye’s Kurdish problem has links with Iran.

2024 ¥ UTfBEaT A $I9 W gHaw A, 3R 9% &1 p¢ ger N RE A Jer 8|

A role for New Delhi

7% foweht Y yftrer

e India had best keep out of such dubious ventures, though it should talk to all sides to prevent
escalation.
YR &I Ty Wier Jar ¥ QX X8 diiey, dfd it Ul ¥ Farg §+1¢ 381 aifeu|

e While China is an unlikely partner, there are Australia, Southeast Asian countries and
India’s neighbours affected by the energy crisis.
e T SR TEER T8 2, A SRR, afaror.ud uhraré A ok YRY F TSR
ol e I quIfad g

e This might be the time for Indian diplomacy to rally the Global South at the UN.
g Y WIRAI Foe-iifd & U Wgaa Iy # e Sfamr &1 teye #3 &1 81 Ihdi o

e It can foster a united opposition to the war and push for a lasting ceases- re.
I8 g5 & fQame tege fay iR wirdt gfam & aerar ¢ 9o gl

e A global voice must be heard, not just through a single channel.
S af¥@ Smaret G ST AR, | i dhad T AT w|

e That might just be the impetus that the UN needs.
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Hit by West Asia crisis, manufacturing activity slows to 45-month low in March
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Hit by West Asia crisis, manufacturing
activity slows to 45-month low in March

The Hindu Bureau ) “March data saw input
NEW DELHI War |mpa ct prices increase to the

greatest extent in over

The manufacturing PMI for March 2026 slipped
ne e PP three and a half years. Alu-

Manufacturing sector ac- o oo

tivity slowed to its lowest
level in nearly four years in
March 2026, dragged
down by the impact of the
war in West Asia on costs,
demand, and new order le-
vels, according to a survey
of private sector
companies.

The HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) — a mea-
sure of overall conditions
based on new orders, out-
put, employment, supplier
delivery times and stocks
of purchases — fell sharply
from 56.9 in February to
53.9 in March, marking the
lowest reading since June
2022. A reading above 50
denotes expansion, while a
reading below that level in-
dicates contraction.
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“Growth in India’s ma-
nufacturing industry took
a step back in March as
cost pressures, fierce com-
petition, heightened mar-
ket uncertainty, and the
war in the Middle East all
contributed to softer in-
creases in new orders and
output,” the report stated.
“Firms also faced an inten-
sification of cost pressures,
the steepest since August

Souree: HSBC India Manufacturing PMI

20227

The report went on to
say that the two largest
sub-components of the
PMI — new orders and out-
put — rose at their slowest
rates since mid-2022.

“Anecdotal  evidence
showed that growth was
curbed by challenging
market conditions, cost
pressures, and the war in
the Middle East,” it added.
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minium, chemicals, fuel,
jute, leather, fabric, oil,
rubber, and steel were
some of the items reported
to have increased in price.”

According to Pranjul
Bhandari, Chief India Eco-
nomist at HSBC, firms
seem to currently be ab-
sorbing a large part of the
increase in input costs,
keeping output prices “re-
latively contained”.

On a positive note, the
report said that Indian ma-
nufacturers in March 2026
saw the strongest expan-
sion in external sales since
last September, with gains
seen from customers in
Australia, Brazil, Canada,
mainland China, Europe,
Japan, West Asia, Tiirkiye
and Vietnam.
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03A. Hit by West Asia crisis, manufacturing activity slows to 45-month low in

March
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Manufacturing sector activity slowed to its lowest level in nearly four years in March 2026,
dragged down by the impact of the war in West Asia on costs, demand, and new order
levels, according to a survey of private sector companies.

o & 1 Hual & d&r & IR, ATd 2026 § fafHAT0r &5 St TR TTHT IR aof &
T Fae TR WR 311 718, frgest sRon ufdy TR g &1 arTd, AT 3R U 3ieR TR R
PLICKEE]T

The HSBC India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) — a measure of
overall conditions based on new orders, output, employment, supplier delivery times and
stocks of purchases — fell sharply from 56.9 in February to 53.9 in March, marking the
lowest reading since June 2022.

HSBC gfgar A=gtharNaT uRARHT ARerd §39 (PM1) — S 7T 3SR, IaTeH, ISR, 3MYfef
T SR W TR TR T R T AT € — PRt & 56.9 A Uedh W & 53.9 1 T,
Sl §[ 2022 & I1E Jo HH TR G |
A reading above 50 denotes expansion, while a reading below that level indicates contraction.

50 ¥ HUR BT TR AR P! STl 8, el S 1 &1 TR YFa- o g=ial |
“Growth in India’s manufacturing industry took a step back in March as cost pressures,
fierce competition, heightened market uncertainty, and the war in the Middle East all
contributed to softer increases in new orders and output,” the report stated.

o & o1 T i o o WRd & fafmior Ig &t gfS | fRtae ois iifes @nTd gara, wel
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I
“Firms also faced an intensification of cost pressures, the steepest since August 2022.”

“HUMTl B ARTd GaTa T Jig BT Y1 HRA1 UST, Sl ST 2022 & 916 I D 21
The report went on to say that the two largest sub-components of the PMI — new orders and
output — rose at their slowest rates since mid-2022.

e & 31t et T fb PMI 3 & TRTE Bedh — U TSR 3R IdTG — W 2022 & 91
T il R Y I3 |
“Anecdotal evidence showed that growth was curbed by challenging market conditions, cost
pressures, and the war in the Middle East,” it added.

T gl TR fo SFI=ITFY® WHIUT (Anecdotal evidence) ¥ UdT Tadl § o &3 SR
oRfufaa!, arTd gama 3R 9 gd g & HRUT 3 SIed g5l
“March data saw input prices increase to the greatest extent in over three and a half years.
Aluminium, chemicals, fuel, jute, leather, fabric, oil, rubber, and steel were some of the items
reported to have increased in price.”

U & MHg! & gAYe PHudl & g s a1e 9 auf & qa it & ,
AR, $Y, S[C, THST, HUST, dd, Y&R 3R FTIT oI axqaft &1 Hidal J 3fa aof i 1517
According to Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India Economist at HSBC, firms seem to currently be
absorbing a large part of the increase in input costs, keeping output prices “relatively
contained”.

Wigd ST, HSBC &1 T YRA YRR & SR, HUAT GadH § I7YE AN & i &1
TS R & T8 HR IG! 5, [N 3M3CYC B ‘BB 8¢ ad MART” T g8 ¢ |
On a positive note, the report said that Indian manufacturers in March 2026 saw the strongest
expansion in external sales since last September, with gains seen from customers in
Australia, Brazil, Canada, mainland China, Europe, Japan, West Asia, Turkiye and
Vietnam.
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West Asia crisis hits Helium supplies
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NASA launches 4 astronauts on a crewed lunar mission
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ISRO invites proposals for
observation time on Aditya-L1

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has re-
leased the second Announ-
cement of Opportunity
(AO) inviting proposals
from the Indian solar phys-
ics community for observa-
tion time on the Aditya-LI
mission.

The Aditya-L1 is India’s
first dedicated space-based
solar mission and has been
making continuous and
comprehensive observa-
tions of the sun from the
sun-earth Ll point.

“The Aditya-L1 mission
marks a major milestone in
India’s space science pro-
gramme. Scientific data
from the mission are regu-
larly released in the public
domain for global scientific

[’u-. R
Afile photo of ISRO's launch
vehicle PSLV-C57 rocket
carrying Aditya-L1. PTI

utilisation,” ISRO said.

At present, there are
more than 27 TB of data in
the public domain, and
several important scientific
results have been pu-

blished in international
peer-reviewed journals.

ISRO has invited propo-
sals for the second Aditya-
L1 AO to utilise observation
time from the Visible Emis-
sion Line Coronagraph
(VELC) and the Solar Ultra-
violet Imaging Telescope
(SUIT).

The proposals must be
submitted electronically
through the Aditya-L1 Pro-
posal Processing System
(ALPPS) hosted at the In-
dian Space Science Data
Centre (ISSDC). ALPPS can
be accessed via the ISSDC
website. Approved obser-
vations for this second AO
cycle will be conducted
between July 2026 and
September 2026.

The deadline for sub-
mission of proposals is
April 30, 2026.

03A. ISRO invites proposals for observation time on Aditya-L1

TR A AMfH-L1 W aaidd Y & fw Uwara Smifaa feu

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has released the second Announcement
of Opportunity (AO) inviting proposals from the Indian solar physics community for
observation time on the Aditya-L1 mission.

YR 3fafes STHYUTT TS (ISRO) A GERT AR UINUIT (AO) SR fava &, o wRedia
IR Hifae! TeE ¥ nfee-L1 Fmm W sradie wma & fae varg smifd fag 7 §
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The Aditya-L1 is India’s first dedicated space-based solar mission and has been making
continuous and comprehensive observations of the sun from the sun-earth L1 point.

AfE-L1 YRA FT Ugar qafda siafver smenfya IR R ¢ ok ug d-gedt L1 fig o
&1 AR IR ATID SHIdATH PR 6T ¢

“The Aditya-L1 mission marks a major milestone in India’s space science programme.
Scientific data from the mission are regularly released in the public domain for global scientific
utilisation,” ISRO said.

- 3fed-L 1 IR HRa & aiafer R S & Uo Tequl B &1 0eR 21 forem 3 o
e e fafd Fu 3 afys IuaT & fo Irdefe S8 | SIRY fasar oirT 8,7 39RY A g
At present, there are more than 27 TB of data in the public domain, and several important
scientific results have been published in international peer-reviewed journals.

A H TdeHe S H 27 TB & 3iftre 3T Iuais 8, 3R B Hedqu! dxd TiRomd

i THiféra uferei & ysiRa gu |
ISRO has invited proposals for the second Aditya-L1 AO to utilise observation time from the
Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) and the Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope
(SUIT).

sﬂﬁﬁwéﬂﬁﬂ L1 AO %WVBlble Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) 3R Solar
Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT) Y 3fadidpd T & B'qfh’T%'gI URTd S ﬁm%l
The proposals must be submitted electronically through the Aditya-L1 Proposal Processing
System (ALPPS) hosted at the Indian Space Science Data Centre (ISSDC).

U¥d1d! &1 Indian Space Science Data Centre (ISSDC) W%ﬁﬁm ¢ Aditya-L1 Proposal
Processing System (ALPPS) & HI9IH ¥ SadciMd U I STHT BT 8T
ALPPS can be accessed via the ISSDC website.

ALPPS & ISSDC A9HTSC & HILOH ¥ TR a1 o a8
Approved observations for this second AO cycle will be conducted between July 2026 and
September 2026.

UG AO Th & foIE Widd Sfaclie Fars 2026 F Rydar 2026 & o9 fHT Sme|

The deadline for submission of proposals is April 30, 2026.

URATd ST HT B4 1 3ifaw fafd 30 sl 2026 21
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The Artemis Il launch assures the US’s
partners that NASA is on track

T he sight of the giant rocket bearing the

NASA Artemis II mission and its crew of

four ascending into the sky in the early
hours of April 2 (IST) brought cheers among on-
lookers on the ground and around the world. The
mission has taken many years and several billion
dollars to develop and brings the prospect of re-
turning humans to the moon an equally giant
step closer. The U.S. and China are currently lead-
ing the two poles of an international moonward
race. A race implies winners and losers because
they are keen to corner precious water deposits
and landscapes on the moon and set up function-
al lunar bases, which could bias future missions
in the winner’s favour. NASA's Artemis pro-
gramme and China’s International Lunar Re-
search Station are designed to include research
outposts, refuelling depots, communication re-
lays, and resource extraction sites, which would
give their operators a head-start on any mission
that depends on venturing further into cis-lunar
space or towards Mars. While the idea of winning
and losing is objectionable vis-a-vis the celestial
commons, which should present equal oppor-
tunities to all participants in the global space pro-
gramme, it is also naive to believe that the race is
motivated by the urge to explore the universe. Ex-
tending geopolitical borders into space and pro-
jecting national prestige have been considerable
driving forces of the new Space Age.

China’s efforts have been more sheltered and
powered predominantly by its own impetus, alth-
ough they are no less impressive. The U.S., ho-
wever, has included commercial operators and
dozens of other countries via the Artemis Ac-
cords. The latter arrangement has made for appa-
rently slower progress but in exchange for grea-
ter predictability in future, if and when the
Artemis programme succeeds in full and assum-
ing that the U.S. leadership will honour its com-
mitment. India signed the Accords in 2023, thus
agreeing to use outer space peacefully, transpa-
rently, and interoperably and to share data and
resources according to their norms. While India
is not an active participant in the Artemis mis-
sions in the way that Europe and Japan are, its hu-
man spaceflight programme, ‘Gaganyaan’, is in
the works and it also plans to build a space sta-
tion and take Indians to the moon by 2040. India
could thus provide payloads and experiments for
future launches, explore joint Artemis-Gaga-
nyaan missions, and co-develop lunar activities
under the Accords rather than start from scratch.
These are useful benefits. In addition to reassur-
ing the U.S. government that NASA remains in the
race to the moon, the Artemis II launch allows
the country’s partners to look to the next steps.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

03A. Intherunning

s # omi

e The sight of the giant rocket bearing the NASA Artemis
Il mission and its crew of four ascending into the sky in the
early hours of April 2 (IST) brought cheers among onlookers on
the ground and around the world.

AT TS RT 11 R 3R 3% IR Y=l gd & Ao famma
RMhe BT 2 U (SATSTHL) Bt Yo GBI H I+, T R
3R gfar R A AT & s IS HT BRI &1

e The mission has taken many years and several billion
dollars to develop and brings the prospect of returning humans
to the moon an equally giant step closer.
39 AR & [Aw R H=- T 3% a9 3R &5 3RE STER O § 3IR
g OIS Bl R I IEHT IR NS B GHTGHT ! Th 8] HeH
3T o T

e The U.S. and China are currently leading the two poles
of an international moonward race.
A & AT 3R FH SRR IEH S & < THE H% B

e A race implies winners and losers because they are
keen to corner precious water deposits and landscapes on
the moon and set up functional lunar bases, which could bias
future missions in the winner’s favour.
g <Ig faoidT 3R TRIRIG BT Hahd it 8 il Sl e IR o
USTR 3NR Y-YRT TR 01 R H=1 9184 § IR I SMUR
ST A18d &, orad Hias & =T & w1y e 9o |

o  NASA'’s Artemis programme and China’s
International Lunar Research Station are designed to include
research outposts, refuelling depots, communication
relays, and resource extraction sites, which would give their
operators a head-start on any mission that depends on
venturing further into cis-lunar space or towards Mars.
AT HT TR PTIHH 3R T PT AP 5 AU
T SFHYT $g, U9 HSR, TIR WU 3R IJame=
fersarefur wre wnfie F3A & o 991 T B, S 9% & g wie
B1 3R S ardl e § §ga &

e While the idea of winning and losing is objectionable
vis-a-vis the celestial commons, which should present equal
opportunities to all participants in the global space programme,

it is also naive to believe that the race is motivated by the urge to explore the universe.
S Safver o AT WUl A U SIG-8R &1 SaURUN SMURSHS §, T8 AT i TRerd
enft f Ig 3 Fad Fgiis @ & fore 7

e Extending geopolitical borders into space and projecting national prestige have been
considerable driving forces of the new Space Age.

Yoo HraTe 1 siafver a@ fawar ok g ufasT #1 ue=iq v sialke g 3 ugE

RS QfeTar g1

e China’s e+ orts have been more sheltered and powered predominantly by its own impetus,
although they are no less impressive.

o F T 31 W SR TRIa: - STy § TaTerd I8 ©, gIeliie o HH YUTERITeR et

gl

e The U.S., however, has included commercial operators and dozens of other countries via

the Artemis Accords.

J51 srf¥eT = e wwEia & ey ¥ foft Suftml 3ik w3 3= &1 e fear g
e The latter arrangement has made for apparently slower progress but in exchange for greater

predictability in future, if and when the Artemis programme succeeds in full and assuming
that the U.S. leadership will honour its commitment.
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India signed the Accords in 2023, thus agreeing to use outer space peacefully,
transparently, and interoperably and to share data and resources according to their
norms.
YR 3 2023 H THEd W gwaner e, fOrad 3T sidier o1 IuanT srifayef, urexff sik
HEIRTHS a8 P I B 3R e T TATY T HIA W Jgafa 4|
While India is not an active participant in the Artemis missions in the way that Europe and
Japan are, its human spacee ight programme, ‘Gaganyaan’, is in the works and it also plans
to build a space station and take Indians to the moon by 2040.
BTl YR TR farm o gRu 3R SiurH &1 ave wfthg 781 8, Afde 39! 7Ha Siafe
PHRIHH TRFATT I 361 & AR I8 2040 Th fARE WIH T 3R URR BT Fd R Do
! QST ST BT R
India could thus provide payloads and experiments for future launches, explore joint
Artemis-Gaganyaan missions, and co-develop lunar activities under the Accords rather
than start from scratch.
U UHR URd Ha & gauuil & e dats SR WAt UeH o d&dl 5, Sgad fa=el of
FUTGHT TR Tl § 3R I Tfafafer &1 g-fdera o Iad ¢
These are useful benes ts.

Yy gl
In addition to reassuring the U.S. government that NASA remains in the race to the moon,
the Artemis Il launch allows the country’s partners to look to the next steps.

STEART 11 BT UAYUT 7 had AN TRPR &) 3M%d ol ¢ [P A et i dg s A g,
Sfeh T8 ISP TSGR S b1 3 B A= S BT 3aaR Ht S 2|
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Artemis II: what is at stake for U.S.?

accelerate plans to land US. astronauts on the moon amid increasing competition from China

es i sar uas ]
Artemis space programme

NASA's ambitious Artemis programme sees the U.S. endeavour te return humans to the moon’s
surface, as well as construct the first moonbase on our nearest celestial neighbour

WHERE WE ARE IN ARTEMIS MISSION TIMELINE

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

he NASA Artemis Il mission

launched in the early hours of

April 2 (IST). The giant rocket

ascended en route to sending a
crew of four astronauts to near the moon
for the first time in more than half a
century. In so doing, it marked a
milestone for the U.S. space programme.
Its crew — commander Reid Wiseman,
pilot Victor Glover, mission specialist
Christina Koch, and Canadian Space
Agency astronaut Jeremy Hansen — are
also the first humans to travel beyond
low-earth orbit since Apollo 17 in 1972.
Glover also became the first person of
colour, Koch the first woman, and Hansen
the first non-U.S. citizen to embark on a
lunar trajectory.

The Artemis Il mission uses the Space
Launch System (SLS) rocket and the crew
capsule is called Orion. The SLS will
propel Orion into a free-return trajectory
around the far side of the moon, reaching
around 7,500 km from the moon’s surface
before the earth’s gravity pulls them back
tosplash down in the Pacific Ocean ina
little over a week.

The mission does not plan to land on.
the moon. Instead, NASA is flying it to
prove that the whole system — from the
ground teams to the rocket and its crew —
works as designed and the processes to
land humans on the moon are ready.

Mission profile

After the SLS core stage is separated, the
crew will spend 24 hours in a high orbit
around the earth as it checks the
capsule’s life-support and environment
systems. If they’re all in order, they will
fire Orion’s trans-lunar injection burn.
The crew will also test manual piloting
and proximity operations,
communications and navigation systems,
and a high-speed data relay and collect
data about physiological and biological
responses of the human body to
deep-space travel.

Once Orion has finished going around
the moon, it will be pulled towards the
earth by gravity. NASA engineers expect
the capsule will enter the earth’s
atmosphere at a speed of around 40,000
km/hr. Its 5-metre-wide heat shield will
endure temperatures as high as 5,000°C.

NASA will be collecting important data
at this time because during the Artemis [
mission in 2022, engineers found that
Orion’s heat shield was eroded during
re-entry as gases trapped in the shield’s
material cracked it. In response, NASA
used the same material but this time
modified the re-entry trajectory so that
Orion spends less time in the atmosphere
asit descends.

Artemis overhaul
Artemis IT will be the first test flight in the
programme since NASA Administrator
Jared Isaacman overhauled the
programme’s milestones earlier this year.
In the older plan, the Artemis Il mission
was to land humans on the moon for the
first time in the 21st century. In the new
plan, however, Artemis Il will launch a
crewed Orion capsule to earth orbit to
dock with prototype lunar landers
designed by SpaceX and Blue Origin to
ensure the technology works. Mr.
Isaacman has said this mission is
currently planned for 2027. NASA will
actually land American astronauts on the
moon in the Artemis IV mission, currently
planned for 2028.

This is why SpaceX and Blue Origin

| E—

[ l

Nov 2022, April 2026, 2027, 2028, 2028,
Artemis . Artemis II: Artemis IIL Artemis IV: Artemis
Uncrewed Approximately Crewed test First Artemis V:NASA
lunar orbit 10-day-long in earth crewed moon expects to
and retumn mission to arbit of landing. After launch this
~firstin send four SpaceX's reaching lunar surface
increasingly astronauts on Starship lunar mission by
complicated flyby of the Human orbit, crew end of year,
series of moon - first Landing transfers to begin
missions to such voyage System from Orion to construction
ultimately since Apolio (HLS) and commercial of moonbase
enable era missions Blue Origin’s lunar lander - subsequent
human in 19605 and Blue Moon for their missions
exploration 19705 lander (see descentto scheduled

of the moon below) surface annually

In Greek mythology,
Artemis was daughter
of Zeus, goddess of
Moon and, aptly, twin
sister of Apollo

Artist’s impression of how
NASA would like to see
future Artemis missions
develop on the moon

Sources: Reuters, NASA, Royal Museums Greenwich
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recently announced that they would focus
on their plans to help U.S. astronauts
reach the moon in the near future.

The restructure also addressed a
deeper operational problem. NASA flew
the Artemis I test flight in late 2022 and
Artemis Il has now flown in 2026. This
three-year gap included workforce
attrition that could have resulted in loss of
institutional memory, forcing parts of the
mission to start afresh. So instead, NASA
abandoned a plan to upgrade SLS for the
Artemis Il mission; instead, it flew with
the same configuration that flew on
Artemis I. NASA also said it will increase
the launch frequency, with the additional
mission in 2027, followed by at least one
mission landing on the moon’s surface
from 2028 onwards.

NASA also cancelled the Lunar
Gateway project to build a space station
orbiting the moon, and reallocated its
components to infrastructure that will
eventually be installed on the moon’s
south pole.

The Chinese pressure
Mr. Isaacman wasn’t only responding to
technical challenges. A big reason for
NASA to change its plans to return to the
moon so drastically is China. As he put it:
“... with credible competition from our
greatest geopolitical adversary increasing
by the day, we need to move faster,
eliminate delays, and achieve our
objectives”

China is set to conduct a test flight of its

new Mengzhou crewed spacecraft this
year. Its new and powerful Long March-10
rocket made its first low-altitude flight on
February 11. The Lanyue lunar lander,
which will carry astronauts from orbit to
the surface, is expected to make its
maiden flight between 2028 and 2029. As
for robotic missions: the Chang’e 7 moon
mission is also expected this year. It will
explore the moon’s south pole region for
resources like water. The Chang’e 8
mission is expected around 2029: it will
have technologies to use resources on the
moon itself, like a 3D printer that will try
to build structures using lunar soil.

Importantly, China also plans to land
humans on the moon by 2030 and
subsequently unfurl its “International
Lunar Research Station” in the 2030s.

As the U.S.-China rivalry continues to
dig in on the earth, with the entrenched
hegemon reluctant to cede dominance
and the rising power determined to
reshape the international order, the space

03A. Artemis Il: what is at stake for the U.S.?
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Artemis Il: what is at stake for the U.S.?
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the » rst time in more than half a century.
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race they’re leading wouldn’t be what it is
if it weren’t for a particular limited
resource: water on the moon.

‘There are craters in the moon’s south
pole region that have been permanently
shadowed. These areas have escaped the
drastic temperature swings on the parts of
the moon that are exposed to the sun
(from 127° C during the day to -173° Cat
night). As a result, they are expected to
contain water ice. The thinking goes:
whichever country establishes
infrastructure first in this area could
corner these water ice deposits and shape
the scientific and geopolitical rules for
everything that follows.

But in 2025, former NASA
Administrator Jim Bridenstine told a
Senate Commerce Committee hearing
that without significant changes, it is
highly unlikely the U.S. will beat China’s
projected timeline to land people on the
moon.

If Artemis II and I1I go as planned and
Artemis [V is able to lift off on time, U.S.
astronauts could reach the moon’s surface
at least two years before China’s mission.
However, that depends on many things
happening right on schedule — perhaps
too many. Artemis I was delayed four
times before it launched; Artemis Il was
delayed at least thrice. More broadly,
whereas China has followed an
incremental approach driven by the state,
the U.S. has been following a commercial
model with a large coalition: more than
50 countries (through the Artemis
Accords) plus private companies like
SpaceX and Blue Origin.

Success versus failure

The Artemis II mission will last 10 days.
Assuming it succeeds on all counts (since
it is a test flight), it will prove the SLS
rocket and the Orion crew capsule work,
encourage NASA’s partners to focus on
Artemis 11, potentially galvanise political
commitment to land U.S. astronauts on
the moon before China does.

Delaying launches, especially those
including a human crew, is par for the
course in spaceflight because safety
comes first. But that doesn’t mean these
decisions exist in a vacuum. If Artemis II
had been delayed again, for example,
public as well as institutional confidence
in SLS and Orion could have eroded
further. There could have been cascading
complications for NASA's partners,
including the European and Japanese
space agencies.

A delay could also have prompted the
U.S. government to revisit the question of
whether the programme is too expensive.
It has so far cost at least $93 billion and
each new launch costs at least $2 billion.
SpaceX also still has to demonstrate the
in-orbit refuelling technology that lunar
missions require.

If, however, Artemis I had failed (or
fails in the latter part of the mission), the
time-wise consequences range froma
small but important delay if the failure is
non-catastrophic to a delay of several
years as the programme is halted
altogether if the failure is catastrophic. It
will also give reason for NASA’s partners
to consider whether they should suspend
or possibly exit their involvement and for
the U.S. government to consider a more
panicked programme just to beat China to
the moon.

So as Artemis Il launched, it did more
than just send four people farther from
the earth than any mission has in 54
years. It signalled that the U.S. is still in
the race, against a China that has kept the
U.S. anxious by almost always sticking to
its schedule even as it thunders towards a
crewed landing on the moon by 2030.

The NASA Artemis Il mission launched in the early hours of April 2 (IST).
ST 11 Fore o1 o 2 S (3MEEh)

The giant rocket ascended en route to sending a crew of four astronauts to near the moon for

The Artemis Il mission sent a crew of four astronauts beyond low-earth orbit for the first time since 1972; it aims to prove the whole system works as desi

ed and

THE GIST
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The mission will spend 24
hours in high earth orbit to
check the capsule’s
life-support and environment
systems, followed by a
trans-lunar injection burn and
tests of manual piloting,
‘communications and
navigation systems.

The capsule is expected to
enter earth’s atmosphere at
around 40,000 km/hr, with its
heat shield enduring
temperatures as high as
5,000°C, as NASA collects
important data after erosion
issues in Artemis |.

v

The Artemis programme was
overhauled recently to reduce
complexity, revise timelines,
and increase the launch
frequency to respond to
competition from China.
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In so doing, it marked a milestone for the U.S. space programme.
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Its crew — commander Reid Wiseman, pilot Victor Glover, mission specialist Christina
Koch, and Canadian Space Agency astronaut Jeremy Hansen — are also the ¢ rst
humans to travel beyond low-earth orbit since Apollo 17 in 1972.

3BT G0 — HHISI IS Ao, Tde fagex War, fiwH favivg fipfen =, iR
PISTS 3idfves Toid & 3iafves arfl S 899 — 1972 ® 3Mdal 17 & S Ugal aR g
gt FET I §18R 91 a1 7 ]|

Glover also became the ¢ rst person of colour, Koch the « rst woman, and Hansen the
* rst non-U.S. citizen to embark on a lunar trajectory.

TR Ugdl WINE | oS A, B ugal afgar, 3R g8 Ugd AR- 3Rkt e 59
fSrein d% Ty UR Il = B

The Artemis Il mission uses the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket and the crew capsule
is called Orion.

STEFART 1| FrRrT o 3iafver warwor yummedt Mave o1 IuanT fasan T § IR & Hd B SIRTA
ARSI

The SLS will propel Orion into a free-return trajectory around the far side of the moon,
reaching around 7,500 km from the moon’s surface before the earth’s gravity pulls them back
to splash down in the Pacis ¢ Ocean in a little over a week.

At WEYoT YUrTelt SR &I I5HT & QX a1 oed & IRT 3R Fad-aTuit 9y T JorT, Sl
A% I8 ¥ T 7,500 Tt T UgRT, 38 a1 Godl 1 @b yUl 3¢ I Ud Iwig |
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The mission does not plan to land on the moon.

g =M I5H TR IRA &t AIoHT gl S 5|

Instead, NASA is ¢ ying it to prove that the whole system — from the ground teams to the
rocket and its crew — works as designed and the processes to land humans on the moon are
ready.

P ST, ATHT 5 T HifId PR & (07U IST 6T & b T o — FHIAT S e Abe 3R
P A dAPH — ISl & TR BT BT § R IGHT TR A HI SARA &1 Uichand TR B |

Mission proe le
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After the SLS core stage is separated, the crew will spend 24 hours in a high orbit around
the earth as it checks the capsule’s life-support and environment systems.
DR WU & 3T g & §IC, G 24 He il &1 3= FHafl H [ 3R vogd &t Sha—-qud=
IR wafaRor yonfery &t Sita s
If they're all in order, they will « re Orion’s trans-lunar injection burn.
e 9 $© ol 36T, Al I SNRTA BT T5-UY YA Yoda L= Hl|
The crew will also test manual piloting and proximity operations, communications and
navigation systems, and a high-speed data relay and collect data about physiological
and biological responses of the human body to deep-space travel.
& BTY & HaTe SR fdean fopand, war ok fe=m-frd=r yonferar, qur g nifa Ser
THRT &1 URI&0T BT 3R MY SHeANeT T & SR AMHE IRR B RS iR Afaw
ufafesarsii &1 Sc1 uad B
Once Orion has « nished going around the moon, it will be pulled towards the earth by
gravity.
ST SR IEHT BT TGHR G HR AT, Td I TSTh YU gRT Ged b} 3R Tt S|
NASA engineers expect the capsule will enter the earth’s atmosphere at a speed of around
40,000 km/hr.
gﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ% YR, HTE TTHT 40,000 fartirereT &t i ¥ 72t & argrisd & yaw

I

Its 5-metre-wide heat shield will endure temperatures as high as 5,000°C.
P15 e ST FHWT Had THT 5,000°C I & ATUHH Bl Tg- HAT|
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NASA will be collecting important data at this time because during the Artemis | mission in
2022, engineers found that Orion’s heat shield was eroded during re-entry as gases trapped
in the shield’s material cracked it.

Y JHY AT HEAYU ST UH M i 2022 F A | FrRr & SR SRy 3 urn
{3 SR BT ST Had UH: TaT & TH &I g1 77T T

In response, NASA used the same material but this time modie ed the re-entry trajectory so
that Orion spends less time in the atmosphere as it descends.

UG e H, AT A I AU BT IUANT 51 Afds 39 IR T: WA= Uy ! SR foba
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Artemis overhaul

ST 3favgra

Artemis Il will be the « rst test « ight in the programme since NASA Administrator Jared

Isaacman overhauled the programme’s milestones earlier this year.

SITEFA || S PTIHH D1 UGl WU ISTH BTl, S1d Y ATHT URITHS SRS WP H - 39
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In the older plan, the Artemis Il mission was to land humans on the moon for the « rst time

in the 21st century.

R o §, TR 111 i &f 21 |t § ugell IR HFa &1 IgH IR SARAT AT

In the new plan, however, Artemis Il will launch a crewed Orion capsule to earth orbit to

dock with prototype lunar landers designed by SpaceX and Blue Origin to ensure the

technology works.

T3 Ao |, SMER 111 e THagad SR Sod B! Gt o1 el B UoT, STef U8 TIuad

3R = 3R gRT 81T 1T Uiciersy 95 el A gl

Mr. Isaacman has said this mission is currently planned for 2027.

oft STEeip a3 FeT § [ U8 e adam 7 2027 & forw Fufka g1

NASA will actually land American astronauts on the moon in the Artemis IV mission,

currently planned for 2028.

AT IR H SRS siaRer Al &l e wR Smefd Iv A= & Iarm, S 9daH H 2028

& fore Ayffa g1

This is why SpaceX and Blue Origin recently announced that they would focus on their plans

to help U.S. astronauts reach the moon in the near future.

T8 HRUT ¢ [ T oz &1 SR = g7 & & awon ot fas 3 erifyat srafver anfat o1

Aee Ufdw & <IsHT db Ugar DI U= A1l IR &M bigd B

The restructure also addressed a deeper operational problem.

U YIS A T e arer aeft gun &1 ot Jaifird

NASA « ew the Artemis | test « ight in late 2022 and Artemis Il has now ¢ own in 2026.

:@%ﬁ 2022 & 3fd ® AT | Ueur IS Taferd Bt ot 3R 31 SN 119 2026 H ISH
I

This three-year gap included workforce attrition that could have resulted in loss of

institutional memory, forcing parts of the mission to start afresh.

A 9¥ & SiavTa & Hrdaa O Sl e 2R, o SeImTa Wfa & JHa o gura ot

3R M & 3o iR &) i I IRE HA1 TS el AT

So instead, NASA abandoned a plan to upgrade SLS for the Artemis |l mission; instead, it

« ew with the same cone guration that « ew on Artemis |I.

Zgferg, AT = Y 1| frem & o siaf¥er waraur yommelt &1 39 oA &t Aol &1 BIS
faar 3R I famumg & Iry IS 4 o e | F |

NASA also said it will increase the launch frequency, with the additional mission in 2027,
followed by at least one mission landing on the moon’s surface from 2028 onwards.

19T 7 T8 off 8T fb a8 uSuu Y SMgi SI@Te, 2027 H Ue ifafkad =M & Wy 3R 2028
& qI¢ 9% Hag W HH I Y TP HRH AR

NASA also cancelled the Lunar Gateway project to build a space station orbiting the moon,
and reallocated its components to infrastructure that will eventually be installed on the moon’s
south pole.
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The Chinese pressure

EIRIKCIC]

Mr. Isaacman wasn'’t only responding to technical challenges.
St STAPHT Had dD-Ih! AT BT &1 ofaTd a1 ¢ 3% U
A big reason for NASA to change its plans to return to the moon so drastically is China.
wmmmﬁﬁaﬁmﬁa@wmwmwﬁﬂ%
As he put it: “... with credible competition from our greatest geopolitical adversary increasing
by the day, we need to move faster, eliminate delays, and achieve our objectives.”

| AR TR 9 YOS TRige) & gedt vyt 3 ar, 5 ao & o
eI, éﬂﬁwm IR ST I B T FHRAT BTN
China is set to conduct a test » ight of its new Mengzhou crewed spacecraft this year.
AN 3T I 3T U AENS AT S Saf¥e AT &1 TRE0 IS R el ¢

Its new and powerful Long March-10 rocket made its ¢ rst low-altitude ¢ ight on February

11.
TPHT 7T 3R YIS AT ATL-10 IPe A 11 BRI DI 30 Ugel Y Fa1s ISH H_|

The Lanyue lunar lander, which will carry astronauts from orbit to the surface, is expected to
make its maiden ¢ ight between 2028 and 2029.

A=Y 9% AR, O SfaRel AT & Bl F Tde I o ST, B Ugell S8 2028 3R 2029 &
EiE| Gfaf\&lﬁ%l
As for robotic missions: the Chang’e 7 moon mission is also expected this year.
JAaifes el & =u H: girs 7 9% e of 39 9y eniféra g1
It will explore the moon’s south pole region for resources like water.
Ig 95T & ofeol ga & o oiet Sy STe &1 Wiel BT |
The Chang’e 8 mission is expected around 2029: it will have technologies to use resources
on the moon itself, like a 3D printer that will try to build structures using lunar soil.
AT 8 TR 1M 2020 F SO 3 TH U dabiich BT Sff ol UR g1 e b1 SuaT
HAT, o F-Smamdt fifex it v frd) @ IRat s &1 v |
Importantly, China also plans to land humans on the moon by 2030 and subsequently unfurl
its ‘International Lunar Research Station’ in the 2030s.

AUl U ¥, 1 2030 I HHd B IEHT TR IARA 3R 3D &G 2030 b GRI® H 0T
SARRTEY I STHYT TR R HRA I IIo1 1 38T 3|

As the U.S.-Chinarivalry continues to dig in on the earth, with the entrenched hegemon
reluctant to cede dominance and the rising power determined to reshape the international
order, the space race they're leading wouldn’t be what it is if it weren’t for a particular limited
resource: water on the moon.

SRS SrAfeI- = ufagfgar gudt o TeRTdh o1 X1 €, SR Ue R1fid Mfad Uy Bie &I

IR el § YT SHRH KT SIRRIPTT aRAT Bl Faa & oY 26 8, 31 gRT wrterd e
s 33 72T gt afe e it TTe aEHT W) e | gl

There are craters in the moon’s south pole region that have been permanently shadowed.
5T & Sfol 4@ & W U hex § o R 70 § BT H 4 B

These areas have escaped the drastic temperature swings on the parts of the moon that are
exposed to the sun (from 127°C during the day to -173°C at night).

Y & 3 el ot <ftg arow uRad= @ 99 gu R S g & Tud # od § ([ H 127°C Yd A
-173°C dd) |

As a result, they are expected to contain water ice.
URUIRER™Y, 78 STel q 1 ol GHTET B |

The thinking goes: whichever country establishes infrastructure  rst in this area could corner
these water ice deposits and shape the scientie ¢ and geopolitical rules for everything that
follows.

faR g § for o 3w 39 & N uga gfard gian =ifid e, a8 31 i 9t YeRY R fgEm
T Tl 8 3R 3T & 1S qUT Yoo Fam Fuila &R gaar gl
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e Butin 2025, former NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine told a Senate Commerce
Committee hearing that without signie cant changes, it is highly unlikely the U.S. will beat
China’s projected timeline to land people on the moon.

AT 2025 T, gd ATHT RIS o7 S1ge-Rers 2 diHe aiftrsg Ifiifd &1 grars & &l fe
HEAYUl Saamal & o1 ARSI BT dH &1 TR ¥ Ugd I5Hl IR TFd SaRAT 3dd 3RiUd
gl

o If Artemis Il and Ill go as planned and Artemis IV is able to lift oe on time, U.S. astronauts
could reach the moon’s surface at least two years before China’s mission.

e STEFART 11 3R 111 AT & TR T & SR SR IV T R Y&fd g g, ar srmfvast
fafver aElt I & R I $0 Y H9 & v ugd 9% Hdg W Ugd Iad ¢
o However, that depends on many things happening right on schedule — perhaps too many.
gIdlifds, T8 P Aol & Tg! IHT R 8 W AR $Hd1 § — Wme 984 i |
e Artemis | was delayed four times before it launched; Artemis Il was delayed at least thrice.
m@n%&mﬁuaw@meﬁwawﬁﬁﬁamw; STEFA 11 BT HH Y HH Wi IR facifed
RN

e More broadly, whereas China has followed an incremental approach driven by the state,
the U.S. has been following a commercial model with a large coalition: more than 50
countries (through the Artemis Accords) plus private companies like SpaceX and Blue
Origin.

S ¥ ¥, Tl 9 - Ie9-Ua i effdior soamn g, 351 skt - 98 Tedu &
1Y FIfoIfus Aisd 3U=1T §: 50 | Sfte 21 (MY JHsha & Hrend J) qur s
Sl S WU 3R = |

Success versus failure
JABad! 949 fawedar

e The Artemis Il mission will last 10 days.
TR 11 Fre 10 f& a6 aerm

e Assuming it succeeds on all counts (since it is a test ¢ ight), it will prove the SLS rocket and
the Orion crew capsule work, encourage NASA’s partners to focus on Artemis lll,
potentially galvanise political commitment to land U.S. astronauts on the moon before China
does.
4fE ug ) Ueqsl & U a1 § (11 U8 TP UHeU SSH ©), 1 U8 Siaival WATuT yumeht
e 3R RTAT F FRA & HH B B JIad S, AT & AHGRI 6! ST 111 R
ST diad B b (o IR ST, R A4 3 gt vt srafver artal o dgm W IarA
o e Terifde Ufdeedl Dl Heigd |

¢ Delaying launches, especially those including a human crew, is par for the course in
spacee ight because safety comes e rst.
Faqu & &, faR U 9§ ford AHa oo I 81T 5, Siake IS H W a1d § Hilid gRaf
oY Ugd STl &

e But that doesn’t mean these decisions exist in a vacuum.
qfoh=1 31 I8 Taad el ¢ o & Mol srat-ven fore S &

o If Artemis Il had been delayed again, for example, public as well as institutional cons dence
in SLS and Orion could have eroded further.
el & forg, afe ame ey 11 bR § oo ghan, o siafvar waaor yomelt ofR 3fiRIA R
A IR TR Ay 3R $HH 81 qha ATl

e There could have been cascading complications for NASA’s partners, including the
European and Japanese space agencies.
S AT & ARG, o G ofR Srurt siafver goifRmar 2nfie 8, & fg aemar
FHE I 51 Febelt |

o A delay could also have prompted the U.S. government to revisit the question of whether the
programme is too expensive.

' gﬁﬂﬁwﬁwwﬁnmﬁ%maﬁﬁmwwmﬁawwmﬁa
Helll el
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It has so far cost at least $93 billion and each new launch costs at least $2 billion.

31§ TP 3P| AN HH U HH 93 3RE SIR 8l ! § 3R YD 7T Y& B AT HH § HH
2 IRT BIR T

SpaceX also still has to demonstrate the in-orbit refuelling technology that lunar missions
require.

;ﬂqﬂmﬁ 3t oft e # SU WA P TBAIP BT U BT |, et 9 freel &Y
SfTaRg el giait 5 |

If, however, Artemis Il had failed (or fails in the latter part of the mission), the time-wise
consequences range from a small but important delay if the failure is non-catastrophic to a
delay of several years as the programme is halted altogether if the failure is catastrophic.
e, gTaifes, ST 11 fawa gt Sirar @1 M & sifqw U & fawd giar 8), O IHa & SR
Ww@%éﬁw@ﬁwﬁﬁﬁaﬁaﬁéﬁwﬁm% g famera
fTRIPRY B 3R By Uil ave e fear S|

It will also give reason for NASA’s partners to consider whether they should suspend or
possibly exit their involvement and for the U.S. government to consider a more panicked
programme just to beat China to the moon.

g A1 & AISIGRI &I I8 A &1 RO H <1 o a1 3% 310+t HIfiaRT &I i1 a1 JaTed
FAT MY 3R SAND IRBR BT Had A B g & o 317U STegaroil aren HRiHH
T TR IR A1 TS Toball g

So as Artemis |l launched, it did more than just send four people farther from the earth than
any mission has in 54 years.

SO IS SATE TR 1| T YU g3, Il I had IR ATl &l 54 qut A foradt off e @ oifdres
R U I 34fIP B foha|

It signalled that the U.S. is still in the race, against a China that has kept the U.S. anxious by
almost always sticking to its schedule even as it thunders towards a crewed landing on the
moon by 2030.

O Iobd fean fr smfyet onft ot Gie O 8, T 19 & I S T ST 319+t qeeitar
&1 UTE BT X818 3R 2030 T IGHT TR HHGH dfeT o 3R doft J 96 @15
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“West Asia crisis hits
Helium supplies’

BENGALURU

The supply of Helium, a
critical gas used to save
lives and power technolo-
gy seems suddenly at risk
on account of geopolitics,
observed industry experts.

Helium, a colourless,
odourless, non-toxic, and
inert gas and primarily
used to cool superconduct-
ing magnets, MRI scan-
ners, spectrometers and
semiconductor fabs, has
no or a few substitutes.

Over 50% of India’s Heli-
um imports traditionally
come from Qatar, which
accounts for some 34% of
global helium exports. Mis-
sile strikes and force ma-
jeure at Qatar’s Ras Laffan
complex in March signifi-
cantly reduced Qatar’s He-
lium export capacity.

According to Ralf Gu-
bler, research director for
industrial gases and fertil-
izers at S&P Global Energy,
India is 100% import-de-
pendent for helium, mak-
ing many industries, such
as healthcare (MRI), semi-
conductors & electronics,
fibre optics & display ma-
nufacturing etc. in the
country acutely vulnerable
to global disruptions.

Mr Gubler said liquid
Helium was indispensable
for cooling superconduct-
ing magnets (MRI scan-
ners). If Helium levels fell
below critical thresholds,
superconductivity would
be lost, the Helium rapidly
quenches (vaporises)
which even lead to damag-
ing superconducting mag-
nets resulting in long and
costly repairs.

Most MRI scanners in
India India rely on periodic
refilling and failure risks
magnet quench and multi-
week downtime. Supply
disruptions force hospitals
to ration refills, delay in-
stallations and prioritise

Helium is used to cool
superconducting magnets, MRI
scanners and chip fabs.

emergency scans.

On India’s helium de-
mand and supply scenario,
Mr. Gubler, said, the coun-
try’s helium demand in
2025 was estimated at 3.4
million cubic tonne with
zero domestic production.

‘Eye other suppliers’

Mr. Gubler said India
should benefit from multi-
origin contracts, including
Russia, the U.S. and emerg-
ing suppliers like South
Africa and Tanzania.

In India, traces of Heli-
um exist in natural gas
fields in West Bengal and
Jharkhand but concentra-
tions are below the 0.2%
economic threshold. Com-
mercial viability is at least
5-10 years away, as per
S&P Global Energy data.

Ashok Chandak, Presi-
dent, India Electronics &
Semiconductor  Associa-
tion said, critical materials
such as helium must be
treated as strategic inputs
as India scales its semicon-
ductor ecosystem.

Sharp price increase
Typical inventories in In-
dia are for 7-10 days.

“Helium prices have
seen a sharp surge of about
35-50% in recent weeks,
with spot prices in some
cases rising even higher.
The impact is more in the
form of cost pressures than
production disruptions,”
Mr. Chandak said.

03A. West Asia crisis hits Helium supplies

gmw%mmﬁwﬁa

e The supply of Helium, a critical gas used to save
lives and power technology seems suddenly at risk on
account of geopolitics, observed industry experts.
Biferam o1 3myfef, S Shia Fam SR da-ieh o) Tferd &
ITet Uh HEAYU! 11 §, H-RTST- & HRUT &S Siiay o
fams it &, I favivsl 2wl

e Helium, a colourless, odourless, non-toxic, and inert
gas and primarily used to cool superconducting magnets,
MRI scanners, spectrometers and semiconductor fabs, has
no or a few substitutes.
é’ﬂ%nm T TTEH, TTUgH, TR-Aure 3R [ & ok

U™ T, MRI TR, WagHiex 3R
@Wﬁ%&raﬁmmﬁ%ﬁlﬁwaﬁ% 3T® §gd
FY 1 Bls [abed T8l g

e Over 50% of India’s Helium imports traditionally
come from Qatar, which accounts for some 34% of global
helium exports.

HRd & GHTTH STATd BT 50% H HfUH TR U
HR Y 1A 5, Ot A Siferam atd &1 ATy 349 e 51
e Missile strikes and force majeure at Qatar's Ras

Laffan complex in March significantly reduced Qatar’s
Helium export capacity.

AR B SR & I ATGE B H Bsd gual ok B
ASIR & HRU HR B giferd Fafd e & HTH! B 35|

e According to Ralf Gubler, research director for
industrial gases and fertilizers at S&P Global Energy, India
is 100% import-dependent for helium, making many
industries, such as healthcare (MRI), semiconductors &
electronics, fibre optics & display manufacturing etc. in the
country acutely vulnerable to global disruptions.

S&P Global Energy ® T 3R IRP & I
ISR I &R & 3R, HRA giferad & forg 100%
3mard-fAk B, S8 wrea (vRi), Sfidsder @ saaeia,
BIEER ST ok fewa Ao St 72 I I Faei
¥ ufa e Gde=fia B

e Mr Gubler said liquid Helium was indispensable for

cooling superconducting magnets (MRI scanners)

&t e A el fob TR giferad

AT (MRI WP-R) Bl S8 B4 & forg ifHard 71

e If Helium levels fell below critical thresholds, superconductivity would be lost, the Helium
rapidly quenches (vaporises) which even lead to damaging superconducting magnets
resulting in long and costly repairs.

g F1 TR Ayl T ¥ e R S1ar 8, O gRasfaefadt gamd g st €, Siferan

STt e (@relicpd) &) O 2, R YuRebSiac e &l JhaH gl Udhdl & 3R ofel 9 AgTht
TR BT HILHAT S B

e Most MRI scanners in India rely on periodic refilling and failure risks magnet quench and
multiwveek downtime.

YRA H IS MRI IR JHI-GHT W HftsfeiT IR Rk o3 € iR fawaar o fRufa # #e
&Y 3R Ps I8 P SSCIZH 8 IhdT B |

e Supply disruptions force hospitals to ration refills, delay installations and prioritise emergency

scans.
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3Mgfd & sHae sRudTal Bl fthe WEd e, ST H 38 & 3R ATITdBTel Wb &Y
Tl o & foTT AoieR a5 |

¢ On India’s helium demand and supply scenario, Mr. Gubler, said, the country’s helium
demand in 2025 was estimated at 3.4 million cubic tonnes with zero domestic production.

YR & Siferam [T 3R 3myfef fRufa W, off eer 3 we1 fob 2025 H 2 o Siferad [T TrHT
3.4 Ffre wgfae & siiwt S R, Tefes T SauTeT I B

‘Eye other suppliers’
3= Myfefwpatai uR T

e Mr. Gubler said India should benefit from multi-origin contracts, including Russia, the U.S.
and emerging suppliers like South Africa and Tanzania.
o} TR A Fgl b YR & Ig-id Sgae I Ay oM 91y, o w4, et 3R JuRd
3mgfderdf S gféror e SR deTferar e & |

¢ In India, traces of Helium exist in natural gas fields in West Bengal and Jharkhand but
concentrations are below the 0.2% economic threshold.

YRa & Ui §7Te IR SRS & Wipfad 79 & § §erw & 317 ure 91 §, Af guan
AT 0.29% SMf¥® War I FH g |

e Commercial viability is at least 5-10 years away, as per S&P Global Energy data.
S&P Global Energy & 3R, GG Adgridl 3l &1 ¥ $H 5-10 99 gr 5|

e Ashok Chandak, President, India Electronics & Semiconductor Association said, critical
materials such as helium must be treated as strategic inputs as India scales its semiconductor
ecosystem.
3f3ar saTe i Te Afidsaes THIRITRM & 3wel 3RS ded + Hel i giferad o
HAEAYU! Uard &I I0MHII® §99¢ & U T AT ST gl i HRd 30 JHIdhedeR
THIRRCH HT fITIR FR @I 3

Sharp price increase

oS ged gfs

e Typical inventories in India are for 7-10 days.
YRd T I 48R 7-10 fe=i & fou Sian g

o “Helium prices have seen a sharp surge of about 35-50% in recent weeks, with spot prices
in some cases rising even higher.
1T & B0 B ST &Y BYa § STHIT 35-50% 1 Al g ! TS 8, $ HiHal | Wie
Hid ok ot oifde 51 B

e The impact is more in the form of cost pressures than production disruptions,” Mr. Chandak
said.
SUH] UUTd IdTe § 91T § S anTd ga1d & =9 8 ¢, ot daw - Fall

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

NASA launches 4 astronauts
on a crewed lunar mission

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

Four astronauts blasted off
aboard a massive NASA
rocket on Wednesday on a
long-anticipated journey
around the Moon, the first
crewed lunar flyby in more
than 50 years.

NASA teams and specta-
tors alike were ecstatic as
the spacecraft ascended in-
to a radiant sky atop a cas-
cade of flames. The team,
who donned bright orange
suits with blue trim as the
mission began, includes
Americans Reid Wiseman,
Victor Glover and Christina
Koch along with Canadian
Jeremy Hansen. “We have
a beautiful moonrise.
We're headed right at it,”

In this photo provided by NASA, a view of the Earth from QOrion
spacecraft as it orbits above planet during the Artemis Il flight. AP

said Mr. Wiseman, the mis-
sion commander.

U.S. President Donald
Trump praised “our brave
astronauts,” calling the
successful launch “quite
something” at the top of
his televised address on

the war against Iran.

The astronauts are now
in orbit around the Earth.
They successfully complet-
ed “promixity operations”
demonstrations,  which
tested how their Orion
capsule can move.

03A. NASA launches 4 astronauts on a crewed lunar mission

T4 A AFagad 9% fARM W 4 siaie g &t | e

Four astronauts blasted off aboard a massive NASA rocket on Wednesday on a long-
anticipated journey around the Moon, the first crewed lunar flyby in more than 50 years.

IR fARe I gUAR DI Teb [AITe AT Ibe R TR BIdHR Al & IR 3R dd 909 9
TRErd arE R I g, S 50 aut I 4% T A Ugd HHaged I FRdTs o

NASA teams and spectators alike were ecstatic as the spacecraft ascended into a radiant sky
atop a cascade of flames.

SR g 3faRer A ST Y et & f TG SMHTR H JHW Ia7, A1 St 3R =it & I8
ST

The team, who donned bright orange suits with blue trim as the mission began, includes
Americans Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover and Christina Koch along with Canadian Jeremy
Hansen.

oM &1 g & gaa I AR e 3R i fFRY ara uRem ug=m arelt o skt s
qreei, faaes e, e i IR e S 899 I g

“We have a beautiful moonrise.

BHR UMY Ueb Yo 9% a8 |

We'’re headed right at it,” said Mr. Wiseman, the mission commander.

Y Y I Bt 3R ¢ IR &, FRF HrisR off arged= A el

U.S. President Donald Trump praised “our brave astronauts,” calling the successful launch
“quite something” at the top of his televised address on the war against Iran.
ARSI AUl SHHTeS U A “THR FBIgR SiaRel AT BT UG Bi 3R I & R g5
TR 30 EIal GaleH &1 To3Md H 39 Jhd di-d Bl “BIh! WY I |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e The astronauts are now in orbit around the Earth.
3fafver grt 3/ gadt Bt Hem H B

o They successfully completed “promixity operations” demonstrations, which tested how their
Orion capsule can move.

I THAAYdD “HiTaaHct STIRRI=T UeRH R favan, forad ag usteror fasan mman fs et
N Foga HI Genferd 8 Jvar g
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03A | Failure of U.P. govt.: Oppn. after tigress found dead on railway track in
Dudhwa buffer zone
SUAT TBY I § ¥4 ¢ W 1 g freq & a1g faues &1 gt TReR W
eHdl

03A | SC calls sand mining mafia the ‘modern dacoits of Chambal’
g P A ¥ T T1fhaT &1 d9d & YIS ST’ qaran

Failure of U.P. govt.: Oppn. after
tigress found dead on railway
track in Dudhwa buffer zone

LUCKNOW

The Opposition targeted
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday over the
death of a tigress in the
Dudhwa buffer zone in
Lakhimpur Kheri district.

The tigress, estimated to
be about five to six years
old, was hit by a train and
found dead near the Ban-
keyganj-Mailani  railway
track in Mailani range of
the buffer zone on Wed-
nesday, forest officials said.

The officials added that
an investigation has been
ordered into the death.

State Congress presi-
dent Ajay Rai said the inci-
dent highlighted the go-
vernment’s “failure to
adopt effective manage-
ment and tracking policies
for wild animals™.

I 3BTl &

o®

Investigation is in
progress to identify the
train that caused the
accident and ascertain
if it was following the
speed limit prescribed
by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
KIRTI CHAUDHARY

Deputy director,
Dudhwa buffer zone

“This is an unfortunate
incident. There are esta-
blished norms in buffer
zones of forests that seem
to have been violated in
this case. We expect the
authorities to take effective
measures and make sure
such incidents are not re-
peated,” Mr. Rai said.

Field director of the

Dudhwa Tiger Reserve H.
Rajamohan and deputy di-
rector of the Dudhwa buff-
er zone Kirti Chaudhary in-
spected the accident spot.
“Investigation is in pro-
gress to identify the train
that caused the accident
and ascertain if it was fol-
lowing the speed limit pre-
scribed by the National Tig-
er Conservation Authority
(NTCA) for trains passing
through reserved forests
with presence of wild ani-
mals,” Ms. Chaudhary said.

‘Internal bleeding’
Officials said a panel of ve-
terinary doctors carried
out a post-mortem exami-
nation as per the NTCA gui-
delines. Daya Shankar, a
member of the panel, said
severe head injuries and
internal bleeding led to the
death of the tigress.

03A. Failure of U.P.
govt.: Oppn. after
tigress found dead on
railway track in
Dudhwa buffer zone

GUAT B Wi | vad
P W It g e
& q1¢ fauer &1 it
WHR W gHAT

e The Opposition
targeted the Uttar Pradesh
government on Thursday
over the death of a tigress in
the Dudhwa buffer zone in
Lakhimpur Kheri district.

fager 3 FaR B! IW YW
TXPR @Rt
o & guaT IR WA H U
M 1 HId B AR T

e Thetigress,
estimated to be about five to
six years old, was hit by a
train and found dead near
the Bankeyganj-Mailani
railway track in Mailani
range of the buffer zone on
Wednesday, forest officials
said.

SR, TTHT 5/ 6 94 & F1fH Bl FUAR Bl Fihiol-AdT ¥ed e &

U, AAT-T ¥9T (@R o) § 27 3 Tahe OR 3, S 3ua Aid 81 = |
e The officials added that an investigation has been ordered into the death.
SifRrmIREY 3 Far 3 39 Hd Y oIt & SR ¢ fau MU B

e State Congress president Ajay Rai said the incident highlighted the government’s “failure to
adopt effective management and tracking policies for wild animals”.
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e “This is an unfortunate incident. There are established norms in buffer zones of forests that
seem to have been violated in this case. We expect the authorities to take effective measures
and make sure such incidents are not repeated,” Mr. Rai said.

3T X A g, “a‘s’wg Yivaguf ge=T 3| STal & R i & wifud g €, 5 39 Ama o
quwu?ﬁaaﬁ | g9 I0fE I € b SifIeRY yuTdt Feh IBTY SR Uh ey
qJglI”
o Field director of the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve H. Rajamohan and deputy director of the Dudhwa
buffer zone Kirti Chaudhary inspected the accident spot

34T eTsTR F¥oTd & Wite SRRGER H. ITETHIGH SR THR 9F & fSPT SRRGeR ifd arest A
el Rid FT FARTer foan|

o “Investigation is in progress to identify the train that caused the accident and ascertain if it
was following the speed limit prescribed by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)
for trains passing through reserved forests with presence of wild animals,” Ms. Chaudhary
said.

Hifdt MR Fgl, S TRY § I T8 Tal TR o Yo fob b 27 3 gefe &t IR | a8
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) mﬁmwﬁ@mwwmﬁzﬂ S
golial aTet SRIET SHTE J ToRA arefl o+t & o arg et 817

‘Intgrnal bleeding’
‘TP I

e Officials said a panel of veterinary doctors carried out a post-mortem examination as per the
NTCA guidelines.

3 gar % vy fafrcas! & 9@ 3 NTCA famnfad=n & SruR uRenrds fear|

e Daya Shankar, a member of the panel, said severe head injuries and internal bleeding led to
the death of the tigress.

%ﬂmmwﬁwﬁ?aﬁqaﬁﬁamﬂ?maﬁﬁzaﬁ?mwé?
PHRUES |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

SC calls sand mining
mafa the ‘modern
dacoits of Chambal

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said the sand
mining mafia, who carry
“better weapons than the
police” and kill those who
come in their way with im-
punity, were the “modern
dacoits” of Chambal.

The oral observation
from a Bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta was in response to
an oft-repeated submission
from the Madhya Pradesh
government that sand min-
ers plumbing the depths of
the Chambal river and de-
vastating the fragile lotic
ecosystem of the National
Chambal Gharial Sanctu-
ary were no lightweights

and had superior
firepower.
Officers killed by mafia

“So, the State government
has thrown in the towel. It
is an extremely sad state of
affairs if the State govern-
ment says we cannot de-
fend our natural resources.
Dacoity, as we knew it tra-
ditionally, is of the past.
Now these are the modern
dacoits, these mining ma-
fias,”  Justice Mehta
remarked.

The amicus curiae, se-
nior advocate Nikhil Goel,
said at least 1,000 trucks of
sand were mined in a day

fpar Smar g1

from the region. The
trucks pass by police sta-
tions, and sand miners car-
ry better arms.

“Look at the number of
Sub-Divisional Magistrates,
police and forest officers
killed by the mining ma-
fia... But the State has for-
gotten that there is a law
called preventive deten-
tion,” Justice Mehta said.

The Bench stayed a Ra-
jasthan notification of
March 9 issued under the
Wildlife Protection Act of
1972 which altered the
boundaries of the National
Chambal Gharial Sanctu-
ary, freeing from restric-
tions 732 hectares of land
on both sides of the Cham-
bal river. Justice Mehta said
the notification was issued
without following the pa-
rameters of law. Mr. Goel
said that some of the villag-
es in the area are depen-
dent on sand mining.

03A. SC calls sand mining mafia the
‘modern dacoits of Chambal’

FHH HIE A I G A1 Y G9d &
MYFAF TP’ Iamr

e The Supreme Court on Thursday said the
sand mining mafia, who carry “better weapons
than the police” and kill those who come in their way
with impunity, were the “modern dacoits” of
Chambal.

T I 7 TSR &I gl o ¥d @I /BT, SN
T Y 98k SRR TWd 87 3R IR H 311 arat
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e The oral observation from a Bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta was in
response to an oft-repeated submission from the
Madhya Pradesh government that sand miners
plumbing the depths of the Chambal river and
devastating the fragile lotic ecosystem of the
National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary were no

lightweights and had supt_erior firepower.
mut;ig faspw 1Y SR WY Agar o ¥is & 78

Hifg® fewolt Aeg U= TRPR & SR-aR AU U 39
Teb o iare H ot o daet A1 H 7TERTE Tb T BRA
I 3R A 9 gfSATA SAHIRVY & b
difes wRfRfae 93 1 JHa ugam ard @Hd
HHGR 81 & 3R b U 9g<R SRR B

o Officers killed by mafia
Tt gIRT SiftreTieal & gan

o “So, the State government has thrown in
the towel. It is an extremely sad state of affairs if the

State government says we cannot defend our
natural resources. Dacoity, as we knew it
traditionally, is of the past. Now these are the
modern dacoits, these mining mafias,” Justice
Mehta remarked.

o, T TRBHR = §R A ol 3| I8 98¢ gue
? SR I WHR Hgal ¢ b &1 30 Ui
1Yl BT & g1 B Yobdl | URURS =0 4 59 gH
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e The amicus curiae, senior advocate Nikhil

Goel, said at least 1,000 trucks of sand were

mined in a day from the region.

ftrpa g, iy siftraean e maa 3 #er fe
29 &7 Y Ufdfe &0 ¥ HH 1,000 T6 ¥d T G

e The trucks pass by police stations, and sand miners carry better arms.
Y TP YT WA & U ¥ oA 5, 3R Xd TP d5cR GrIaR I&d g |

o “Look at the number of Sub-Divisional Magistrates, police and forest officers killed by the
mining mafia... But the State has forgotten that there is a law called preventive detention,”
Justice Mehta said.

2T fpdm IU Hsa AfvRe, gferd ok a1 Sif¥rer} W= miftrar gRIAR U ... AfdA
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e The Bench stayed a Rajasthan notification of March 9 issued under the Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972 which altered the boundaries of the National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary, freeing
from restrictions 732 hectares of land on both sides of the Chambal river.

e 3 9 A &1 TR} ISR

R b M <, Gﬁawvﬂa';iv&m&rﬁrﬁm 1972 %

Ted IR &1 T8 2t 3R o AR daet uf$are SIYaRvY & Wrarst § 95drd ad g dad
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e Justice Mehta said the notification

was issued without following the parameters of law.

A Aed < He [ I8 SRE BT & MUiRd T o1 Ura U T o @1 78 o

e Mr. Goel said that some of the villages in the area are dependent on sand mining.
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03A | GE delivers sixth engine for Tejas LCA-Mk1A fighter jets

Sftg A A9 TeRT-THS 1T @81g fadTHl & forg oot sui faar

CS Ili: Internal Security 3
GE delivers sixth engine for

Tejas LCA-MKIA fighter jets

Engine manufacturer General Electric (GE)
Aerospace on April 2 announced delivery of the
sixth of the F404-IN20 engine to Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) for the Tejas Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) MKIA. GE Aerospace is to
deliver 99 F404-IN20 engines to HAL. “GE
Aerospace has handed over the sixth F404-IN20
engine against the order from 2021,” said a GE
Aerospace spokesperson. A HAL spokesperson
told The Hindu, “The sixth F404-IN20 engine
was handed over in the U.S., and it will be
brought here through freight.” The spokesperson
did not specify when the engine would arrive in
India considering the ongoing crises in West Asia.

03A. GE delivers sixth engine for Tejas LCA-
Mk1A fighter jets

Sig A Ao TANIY-THS 1T AT faqr= &
fere Bat o faa

e Engine manufacturer General Electric (GE)
Aerospace on April 2 announced delivery of the sixth of the
F404-IN20 engine to Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) for
the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) MK1A.
gol At SR Safdes (GE) TIRIGY 7 2 310d &I
AT TIRT PR TRPTE (LCA) MkLA F 1T fegeam
TRHCH TS (HAL) BT F404-IN20 S5 & 36 g
DI {Scla’t ot arvun &1

e GE Aerospace is to deliver 99 F404-IN20 engines
to HAL.

GE TORIOY BT HAL BT 99 F404-IN20 3 &4 |

e “GE Aerospace has handed over the sixth F404-IN20 engine against the order from 2021,”
said a GE Aerospace spokesperson.

“GE TIRIEY 7 2021 P 318X P d8d DT F404-IN20 $91 U7 faT1 8, GE TIRIUY & T

Uqadl 3 ol

o A HAL spokesperson told The Hindu, “The sixth F404-IN20 engine was handed over in the
U.S., and it will be brought here through freight.”

HAL & T% UaadT 4 G fgg &1 Sa1, ‘3T F404-IN20 FoIT SrAResT H ST 717 T, 3R 33 Tgi

ATAdIg® & ST ST S |

e The spokesperson did not specify when the engine would arrive in India considering the

ongoing crises in West Asia.
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