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03A. „QUIZ 

Abiemnom Massacre  

 The Abiemnom massacre occurred on March 1, 2026, 
in Abiemnom County of the Ruweng Administrative Area in 
South Sudan. 

  Armed groups attacked civilians, killing over 160 
people and injuring many others.  

 The incident reflects ongoing ethnic tensions, weak 
governance, and instability despite the 2018 peace agreement. 
South Sudan, formed in 2011, continues to face inter-communal 
violence, making regions like Abiemnom highly vulnerable to 

such tragic conflicts. 

Cyprus 

 Cyprus is an island country located in the eastern basin of the Mediterranean Sea, near 
Turkey, Syria, and Lebanon. It is the third-largest Mediterranean island and holds strategic 
geopolitical importance.  

 The capital is Nicosia. Since 1974, Cyprus remains divided between the Republic of Cyprus 
and Northern Cyprus. 

 It is a member of the European Union and known for tourism, trade routes, and historical 

civilizations influencing the region. 

Nepal PM (Balendra Shah) 

 The Rashtriya Swatantra Party‟s strong performance in Nepal’s parliamentary elections 

reflected rising public demand for alternative leadership and governance reforms. 
  Following political negotiations and majority support in Parliament, Balendra Shah eventually 

took oath as the Prime Minister. His leadership symbolizes a shift toward new political forces 
beyond traditional parties. 

India – 2026 Men‟s T20 World Cup Milestone  

 India achieved a historic milestone by becoming the first team to win the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup on home soil as hosts in 2026. 

Cuba Blackouts (March 2026)  

 Cuba experienced frequent blackouts in March 2026 due to severe energy shortages and 
aging power infrastructure. The country relies heavily on outdated thermal power plants and 
imported fuel, leading to supply disruptions. Economic constraints and reduced oil imports 
worsened the crisis. 

  These outages affected daily life, industries, and public services.  
 The government has been attempting reforms, including renewable energy expansion, to 

stabilize electricity supply and reduce dependency on fossil fuels. 

Kimi Antonelli – Youngest Championship Leader  

 Kimi Antonelli became the youngest driver to lead the Formula One World Championship on 
March 29, 2026, marking a historic milestone in motorsport.  
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03A. „Bharti, world‟s second-largest mobile service provider 

      ,                                            

 Bharti Airtel has become world’s second largest telecom operator with 
650 million subscribers, the company said on Thursday citing GSMA data. 

              650                                                              

   गई   ,          ग         GSMA                            

 As per GSMA Intelligence, Bharti Airtel is ranked second globally by 
mobile customer base, with operations spread across India and Africa, the 

company said. 

 GSMA                    ,                                                

   प                 ,                   औ                     ,          

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

03A. „Muted‟ international response as Senegal enacts same-sex ties law 

                                           प  „   ‟                    

 While recent restrictions by a number of African nations on LGBTQ rights have elicited 
fierce criticism, international reaction has been more tepid as Senegal doubled its penalty for 

same-sex relations this week. 

       ई                  LGBTQ                                                        , 

                              ग                   ग                                            

    

 Senegal’s President signed the law, which appeared in the country’s official gazette out 
Tuesday, amid a crackdown on the gay community that has seen dozens of arrests and an 
increase in heated anti-LGBTQ rhetoric. 

     ग         प                           ,      ग                                        

  ,                          ग                  ई                ग          ई  औ      -

LGBTQ                   ई  
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GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED     03 April  2026 
 

 
 

Price pinch: A man at work at a salt pan near 
Ongole in Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh on 
Thursday. While salt production has been 
high this season in the district, farmers say traders 
are quoting lower prices citing global uncertainties 
linked to tensions involving the U.S., 
Iran and Israel. KOMMURI SRINIVAS 
 
 
 
 

 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     03 April  2026 

03A Gherao of judicial staff a challenge to SC: CJI 

                           SC              : CJI 

03A Cabinet‟s advice on grant of remission to convicts is binding on 
Governor: HC 

                (remission)      प                     प   प         : 

         

03A CPI(M), Cong. question validity of TTAADC poll 

 CPI(M),           TTAADC                प            

03A Karnataka law providing internal quota to SCs put on hold for now 

 SCs                                                       

03A ECI transfer controversy, top court‟s clarifications 

                    ,                      
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03A. Gherao of judicial staff a challenge to 
SC: CJI 

                           SC              : 

CJI 
  “This was not a routine incident. It was ex facie a 

calculated, well-planned and deliberate move to 
demoralise the judicial officers and impact the ongoing 
process of adjudication of objections. We will not allow 
anyone to interfere and take law into their hands by 
causing fear in the minds of judicial officers. This 
undoubtedly amounts to criminal contempt,” Chief 

Justice Kant observed. 

                        , “     ई                        

                      औ                        

                                                 औ  

                                                    

                      औ                               

                                                  ग      

         प                 ” 

 

03A. Cabinet‟s advice on grant of remission 

to convicts is binding on Governor: HC 

                (remission)      प             

        प   प         :          

 A Full Bench of the Madras High Court on 
Thursday held that the Governor, whether he/she likes it 
or not, is bound by the advice of the Council of Ministers 
while exercising powers under Article 161 of the 
Constitution in matters relating to remission and 
premature release of convicts. 

                              ग                   प  , 

                    ,                   161                
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              (remission) औ              ई                  प                        

 The Bench comprising Justices A.D. Jagadish Chandira, G.K. Ilanthiraiyan and Sunder 
Mohan ruled that the Governor, under no circumstance, could exercise any discretion 
whatsoever to take a different view from the one taken by the Council of Ministers. 

          A.D.           , G.K.           औ                                                 

                                      ग   ई                             

 The Bench was answering a reference made to it by a Division Bench. 

                               ग                          

 The Division Bench consisting of Justices M.S. Ramesh (since retired) and V. 
Lakshminarayanan had referred the matter to the larger Bench, for an authoritative 
pronouncement, in September 2025 after coming across two conflicting decisions delivered in 
2024 by two other Division Benches of the High Court on the issue. 

          M.S.      (         ) औ  V.                                        2024       

  ग-  ग                        2025                                    

 While answering the reference, the Full Bench agreed with State Public Prosecutor Hasan 
Mohamed Jinnah and advocate M. Radhakrishnan that the issue had been settled by a 
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in as early as 1980. 

                                                                 औ         M. 

                     ई                                  प        1980                  

         

 The Constitution Bench in 1980 decision comprised Justices V.R. Krishna Iyer, Y.V. 
Chandrachud, P.N. Bhagwati, Syed Murtaza Fazalali and A.D. Koshal. 

 1980                                     V.R.        , Y.V.       , P.N.      ,             

        औ  A.D.                

 Mr. Jinnah also said, the 1980 judgment delivered in Maru Ramu’s case was followed by the 
Supreme Court in 2022 too while ordering the release of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case convict A.G. Perarivalan. 

                         Maru Ramu     (1980)                                2022            

  ,                                                A.G. प                                   

ग    

 He also relied upon the Supreme Court’s 1974 verdict in Shamsher Singh versus State of 
Punjab. 

                      1974          Shamsher Singh      प                           

„Consistent stance‟ 

 „         ‟ 

 After concurring with his submission, the Full Bench said, the top court had consistently held 
the Governor could not exercise any discretion while exercising powers under Article 161 of 
the Constitution and it had been reflected even in its recent decision on the Governor’s power 
to withhold Bills passed by the State legislature. 

                                                             ग                       161    

             ई                            औ                                 ,         

                                                           

 One of the Division Benches of the High Court had rightly followed the law, while the other 
Bench had wrongly relied upon the Supreme Court’s judgment in the 2003 M.P. Special 
Police Establishment case which was related to the Governor’s statutory function of granting 
sanction to prosecute Ministers in corruption cases. 

   ई                                                   ,                   2003    M.P. 

Special Police Establishment        ग                      ,                            

                                                

 The Full Bench further pointed out the Supreme Court had delivered its verdict in A.G. 
Perarivalan’s case only after considering the M.P. Special Police Establishment case. 

              ग                         A.G. प                               M.P. Special Police 

Establishment                          
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 “Therefore, it is clear that the ruling [by one of the Division Benches of the High Court] in 
Murugan alias Thirumalai Murugan is per incuriam (a judgement passed without taking the 
correct position of law into consideration) to the limited extent that it holds that the ruling in 
M.P. Special Police Establishment permits the Governor to act in his own discretion in 
exercise of powers under Article 161 of the Constitution,” the Bench led by Justice Chandira 
concluded. 

                                                , “                  Murugan alias 

Thirumalai Murugan                     per incuriam (                                

          ग        )   ,             ग      M.P. Special Police Establishment          

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

03A. Karnataka law providing internal quota to SCs put on hold for now 

 SCs                                                       

 Over a month after Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot gave his assent to The Karnataka 
Scheduled Castes (Sub-classification) Bill, 2025, that provides for internal reservation 
among the 101 Scheduled Castes within the 17% SC reservation quota, the State 

government is yet to gazette the same. 

    प                      Karnataka Scheduled Castes (Sub-classification) Bill, 2025 

                                         ,    101                         17% SC         

                             ,                                                     

 Incidentally, a special Cabinet meeting to arrive at a consensus on internal reservation 
scheduled on March 27 had to be postponed owing to the Model Code of Conduct for 
byelections in Bagalkot and Davangere South Assembly constituencies. 
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     ग   , 27                                                                         

                 ग          ,            औ                                               

      ग      

 The legislation provides for internal reservation among the Scheduled Castes with the 
Dalit Left (Madiga) and the Dalit Right (Holeyas) receiving 6% and “touchable” castes 
of Lambanis, Bhovis, Koramas, and Korachas along 59 nomadic communities 
receiving 5% within the 17% reservation quota for SCs. 

                                                          ,                (     ) औ  

          (      )    6%,           ,     ,       ,        औ  59                    5% 

             ,        17% SC                  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

03A. ECI transfer controversy, top court‟s clarifications 

                    ,                      

 Recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI) transferred a number of senior o•cers in 
some of the election-bound States as soon as their election schedules were announced. 

         ,                                                                      ई      

                                

 In the election schedule for 2026, polls are to be held in four States, namely, Assam, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, and the Union Territory of Puducherry. 

2026                          ,    ,     ,          औ  प                            

प                          
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 In the State of West Bengal, the Chief Secretary and Director General of Police — the 

head of State administration and the head of the police force — were among several o•cials 
transferred overnight without the consent or prior knowledge of the State government. 

प                      औ  प                     ई                                     

                                          ग    

 The ECI claimed that such a step had been taken to ensure free and fair elections in those 
States. 

                                   औ                                       ग       

 The States concerned, particularly West Bengal, were virtually stunned by the ferocity of 
these transfer orders, which have almost paralysed the administration. 

           ,             प         ,                                  ग ,             

 ग ग       ग    

 The crucial question here is whether it is within the powers of the ECI to transfer, in this 
manner, the heads of State administration in the name of ensuring free and fair elections. 

                                                                                        

         ,      औ                        

 Are we then to conclude that, without transferring a handful of top o•cers, the ECI cannot 
conduct free and fair elections? 

                                                                                      

             ? 

 There are many such disturbing questions that arise from these transfers. 

                  ई                              

 It is di•cult to •nd any statute under which such transfers can be made by the ECI. 

      ई                                                                    

 Of course, it always points to Article 324 of the Constitution (Superintendence, direction 

and control of elections to be vested in an Election Commission) to justify such actions. 

       ,                            324                 ,                         औ         

   ग          ग       

 It is true that the Article confers unspeci•ed powers on the ECI to conduct free and fair 
elections. 

                                                                                  

         

Article 324 and scope of powers 

       324 औ                  

 The Supreme Court of India had, in Mohinder Singh Gill vs Chief Election 
Commissioner (1978), and in several other cases, held that Article 324 is a plenary 
provision which is in fact a reservoir of powers that can be used by the ECI whenever the 
need arises to ensure free and fair elections. 

                                                               (1978)       ई 

                        324    प              औ                                  ग 

                                        

 But in all such cases the Court has added a rider that such powers can be used only where 
the •eld is unoccupied by a statute. 

                                                                 ग                         

               ई                  

 In other words, the ECI cannot draw any such power from Article 324 where a law made by 
Parliament or a State legislature holds the •eld in which case it has to obey that law. 

             ,                                       ग    ,                          324    

                 औ                              ग   

 In Mohinder Singh Gill, the Court made signi•cant observations which clearly laid out the 

scope of the powers under this Article as well as its limitations. 

                                                         ,                                 

औ                          
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 It said, “The Constitution contemplates a free and fair election and vests comprehensive 
responsibilities of superintendence, direction and control of the conduct of elections in the 
Election Commission. 

         ग                   औ                                औ                       

       ,      औ                                                   

 This responsibility may cover powers, duties and functions of many sorts, administrative 
or other, depending on the circumstances”. 

                                                     ,        औ                        

  ,                            

 However, there is a caveat. The Court added, “Two limitations at least are laid on its plenary 
character in the exercise thereof. 

       ,            प                                  प                 ग                

           
 Firstly, when Parliament or any State Legislature has made valid law, relating to or in 

connection with elections, the Commission shall act in conformity with, not in violation of 
such provisions but where such law is silent Art. 324 is a reservoir of power to act for the 
purpose of ensuring free and fair elections. 

        ,                                                  ई                   ,       ग    

                          ग ;                             ,             324                    

                           
 Secondly, the Commission shall be responsible to the rule of law, act bona fide and be 

amenable to the norms of natural justice in so far as conformance can reasonably be 

required in elections. 

         ,    ग                                 ग ,                          औ  

                                       ग   

The issue of statutory backing 

                   

 The o•cers belonging to the All India Services are governed by the All India Services Act 
and the rules made thereunder. 

                                                       औ                             

         

 The transfer of an o•cer is the exclusive prerogative of the government. 

                                                        

 The all India service o•cers serving a State government are under the administrative 
control of the State government, which has exclusive authority to transfer them at any time. 

                                                                              औ       

                              

 Under the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, the State Public Services are under the 
exclusive control of the State governments. 

                                   ,                                                           

 It is the exclusive function of the governments — the State and the Union — to deal with all 

aspects of the services of the o•cers serving under these governments. 

                                                   औ                                

 The crucial question that has arisen is whether the transfer of senior o•cials of the State 
governments under the orders of the ECI has any statutory backing. 

                                                                   ई                 

         

 The duty of the ECI is to conduct elections in a free and fair manner and it has powers to 
perform this task in accordance with the Constitution and statute. 

                          औ                      औ                       औ        

                         

 Article 324(6) requires the State or Union government to make available to the ECI the 

sta• required to conduct elections. 
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       324(6)          ,                                                            

                       

 The Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the Representation of the People Act, 
1951 contain elaborate provisions dealing with the duties and powers of the ECI. 

                    1950 औ  1951                           औ                       

    

 Nowhere do these Acts contain any provision that empowers the ECI to transfer the head of 
a State administration or the head of the police force without informing the State 
government, on the ground that their continuance may hamper free and fair elections. 

                                                                           प             

                               ,                             ,                    

                          ग   

 It is true that the Court has held that Article 324 has plenary powers to ensure free and fair 
election. 

                                         324    प                        औ             

                    
 But the Court has never dealt with the transfer of the seniormost o•cers in States by the 

ECI, taking the State governments by surprise and resulting in a paralysis of the 
administration, in the exercise of its plenary powers under Article 324. 

                                                                                       

                  ,                       गई  औ         प       ,                324    

                   ग    
 Apart from that, the Court has itself clari•ed that if the •eld is occupied by the law, the ECI 

needs to obey that law. 

          ,                                                       ,                    

                 ग   
 It may be argued that the law mentioned by the Court must be related to, or in connection 

with, the election. 

                                                                                
 It may also be argued that the All India Services Act or its rules are not laws relating to 

elections, but that is a very narrow, technical view. 

                                                                               ,          

              औ                    
 The crucial point is that the ECI is not empowered to bypass a law made by Parliament 

dealing with the transfers and postings of All India Service o•cers, and cannot transfer such 
o•cers at will over the heads of the State government. 

                                                                             ,    

                                                     , औ                             

         ग                                
 The underlying assumption in such transfers is that those o•cers will not allow the ECI to 

conduct elections in a free and fair manner. 

                                                                                          

    ग   

On „unchecked power‟ 

„          ‟ प  

 The ECI has a proud history of conducting elections in the country since 1951-52. 

                       1951-52                   ग                       

 It has always depended on State government o•cials as it does not have any machinery of 

its own to undertake such a gigantic exercise. 

                                                                         ई               

 The ECI, by branding them as men lacking integrity and removing them from their posts on 
the eve of an election is a new trend that will most certainly demoralise civil servants in the 

country. 
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 It is also not clear under what procedure the ECI has reached the conclusion that these 
o•cers are biased and unsuitable for conducting free and fair elections. 

                                                                      प प    औ  

   प          

 Article 324 does not give unfettered powers to the ECI. 

       324                                          

 The Court in Mohinder Singh Gill said, “No one is an imperium in imperio in our 

constitutional order. 

                                                                       ई    प                    

    

 It is reasonable to hold that the Commissioner cannot defy the law armed by Article 324. 

                          324                                           

 Likewise, his functions are subject to the norms of fairness and he cannot act arbitrarily. 

        ,                                         औ                               

 Unchecked power is alien to our system. 

                                        

 These words from the highest court of the land are loud and clear enough. 

                               औ          

    

 

GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS 

COVERED     
03 April  2026 

03A Education Ministry notifies 
NCERT as deemed university 

                NCERT         

                     
 
 
 

03A. Education Ministry notifies 

NCERT as deemed university 

                NCERT         

                     

 The Ministry’s notification enables the 
NCERT to offer courses and grant degrees; it 
directs the education body to begin doctoral 
programmes. 

                    NCERT                  

     औ                                ;         

                                              

    

 The Education Ministry has issued a 
notification declaring the National Council for 
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) 

an institution deemed to be a university, enabling 
it to offer courses or programmes and grant 
degrees. 
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                                                          औ        प     (NCERT)    

                            ,                                        औ                 

                    

 In the notification dated March 30, the Ministry said that the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) had approved the expert panel’s recommendations to grant deemed university status 
to the NCERT — a nodal school curriculum body — in January, following which the Ministry 

notified the grant of status to the council. 

 30                                                            (UGC)                    

                                  ,       NCERT —                         —         

                                     गई   ,                                        

 The notification confers the status on the NCERT, along with its six regional institutes, 

provided that a list of conditions is met. 

             NCERT औ       छ                                       ,                 

               

 These conditions prevent the NCERT from indulging in any activities that are “commercial” 
and “profit-making” in nature, and mandate that all academic courses or programmes must 
conform to the norms and standards prescribed by the UGC and the concerned statutory 

bodies or councils. 

               NCERT    “        ” औ  “              ” ग                                

ग     , औ                        UGC                                                    

  ग   

 The notification mandates the NCERT to start programmes and off-campus or on offshore 
campuses “only in accordance with the norms and guidelines issued by the UGC, from time to 
time, on the subject.” 

                    NCERT      UGC         -    प                                

       औ  ऑ -                                            

 The Ministry has said the NCERT “shall take appropriate steps” to begin research and 
doctoral programmes, and “innovative academic programmes” and the institute must not 

confine itself to the new emerging areas, but also “endeavour” to expand into other domains 
that are in accordance with UGC regulations and the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020. 

                  NCERT             औ                                             

            “                    ” औ                                               ,     

UGC        औ                   (NEP) 2020                                           

 The Ministry said the NCERT must take all the measures required to get its academic 
programmes and courses rated for accreditation by the National Board of Accreditation 
(NBA), and for the institute itself by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council 
(NAAC). 

                  NCERT                         औ             National Board of 

Accreditation (NBA)                 औ               National Assessment and 

Accreditation Council (NAAC)                                                  ग   

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations  
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03A A betrayal foretold 

   प                     

03A A path to peace in West Asia beyond Pakistan talks 

प                          , प                    
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03A. A betrayal foretold 

   प                     

 The U.S. appears poised to break with 77 years of 
partnership with Western European nations under the 
security umbrella of NATO, especially after its President 
Donald Trump has said that he is “absolutely” considering 
withdrawing from the alliance, which in his view is a “paper 
tiger”. 

        77                    प         प                     

                                                 ,          

                 प                    ग                 “        ” 

               ,         “           ”           

 He has further hinted that NATO may have become an 
ine•ectual global force when he recently observed that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin also “knows” that NATO 
lacks teeth to defend its members — a comment that gains 
additional salience in the context of Russia‟s aggression 
against Ukraine and its possible future actions in the Baltic 
states region. 

                                                       ग   

  ,                          प           प                    

         प                                      ,          

प             औ                       ग                   

               

 At the heart of the heightened tension in the U.S.-
NATO relationship is Washington’s constant refrain that 
defence spending by its European partners has fallen short 

of expectations — even if the immediate trigger for talk of 
withdrawing from NATO is the Iran war context. 

       -                                                       

                        प                                     

      —                                       

 A prior question of legality remains unanswered too: 
under section 1250A of the 2024 National Defense 
Authorization Act, signed into force by former President Joe 
Biden, no U.S. President may unilaterally withdraw from 
NATO; rather they would require either a two-thirds Senate 
supermajority or an act of Congress towards this end. 

                          : 2024                       

                1250        ,                                

  ग      ,   ई                प                           

    ;                     -                        

               ग   
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03A. A path to peace in West Asia beyond Pakistan talks 

प                          , प                    
 Israel is being hit despite the Iron Dome defence system, though the extent is debated. 

                                           ,                                 

 Iran is bleeding badly, and all sides have rejected each other’s demands publicly. 

     ग                            औ                               -            ग              

    

 Second, mediation is a process, and cease•re is only the first step. 

     ,                   औ                प            

 It is di•cult when there is zero trust between the sides. 

                              ,                        

 The U.S. attacked Iran even during negotiations, while Washington accused Israel of 
attacking the Pars gas field. 

                                   प           ,                     प               

              ग     
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 A cease•re will require a force capable of enforcing it, with a physical presence for 

security guarantees. 

           ग                             ग ,           प                           

 That requires a United Nations mandate to be legal in an otherwise illegal war. 

                                     ग ,                            

 In sum, a UN Security Council (UNSC) member must support a peacekeeping force to 

enforce compliance. 

     ,                  प                                                   ग   

 However, this seems unrealistic, especially if the U.S. ignores the United Nations. 

       ,             ग     ,                                                 

Revisiting history 

          प         

 There is, however, a way out. In the 1956 Suez Crisis, when Egypt nationalised the Suez 
Canal, France and the United Kingdom blocked UNSC action. 

       ,                   1956               ,                                    ,    

     औ                                      प                             

 The General Assembly passed the „Uniting for Peace‟ resolution which authorised 
peacekeepers in a rare move that bypassed the UNSC. 

                              „              प  ‟                ,                     

            औ        प                      

 It brought peace, but only because a U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower pressured 

allies. 

            ई,                                    प            .                  

     ग                  

 In sum, the UN only works when a strong country decides it should. 

        ,                                   ई                                    

 Third is the question of troop contributors. 

                                   

 Presumably, that will include Egypt, Türkiye and Pakistan, all with large standing armies. 

               ,         औ  प                ग ,                          

 Egypt recognises Israel, and Türkiye is a member of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. 

                           , औ                          

 Pakistan may consider a token presence rather than honouring its Strategic Mutual 
Defence Agreement with Saudi Arabia (2025). 

प                       प       ग ,      2025                                    

           

 Mr. Ishaq Dar‟s visit to China yielded only a five-point peace plan, including humanitarian 
aid delivery. 

                             प                                  ई,                     

          

 This will require some presence of aid agencies, presumably under UN cover. 

                             प            ग ,                           

 Primarily, China is expected to persuade Iran to accept a cease•re, though persuasion will 

require something more concrete. 

                                                            ,                           

        ग   

 A direct security commitment is out of the question as no one wants a third world war. 

  ई                                  ,         ई                              

 Other countries like Indonesia and Malaysia, supporting the Pakistani initiative, may 
contribute, funded by the Gulf countries. 

           औ                  ,    प          प                   ,   ग              , 

                          ग   
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 So far, so good. But Iran does not entirely trust the mediators. 

               ग     ,                                               

 Saudi Arabia and UAE are allegedly pushing the U.S. to attack Iran and “finish the job”. 

                     औ                       प                                    

 In 2024, Pakistan bombed Iran, and Türkiye‟s Kurdish problem has links with Iran. 

2024    प               प           , औ                          ई                

A role for New Delhi 

                  

 India had best keep out of such dubious ventures, though it should talk to all sides to prevent 

escalation. 

                                          ,                                          

 While China is an unlikely partner, there are Australia, Southeast Asian countries and 
India‟s neighbours affected by the energy crisis. 

                                ,               ,     -प               औ          प     

                        

 This might be the time for Indian diplomacy to rally the Global South at the UN. 

                                                                                   

 It can foster a united opposition to the war and push for a lasting cease•re. 

                            औ                                     

 A global voice must be heard, not just through a single channel. 

                             ,                       

 That might just be the impetus that the UN needs. 

                                                       

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     03 April  2026 

03A Hit by West Asia crisis, manufacturing activity slows to 45-month low in March 

 प                        ,                          45                   प  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
8 

03A. Hit by West Asia crisis, manufacturing activity slows to 45-month low in 
March 

 प                        ,                          45                   प  

 Manufacturing sector activity slowed to its lowest level in nearly four years in March 2026, 
dragged down by the impact of the war in West Asia on costs, demand, and new order 

levels, according to a survey of private sector companies. 

                                        ,      2026                    ग        ग ग            

                   गई,            प                   ग ,    ग औ     ऑ          

          

 The HSBC India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers‟ Index (PMI) — a measure of 

overall conditions based on new orders, output, employment, supplier delivery times and 
stocks of purchases — fell sharply from 56.9 in February to 53.9 in March, marking the 
lowest reading since June 2022. 

 HSBC                    प                      (PMI) —       ऑ   ,      ,    ग  ,        

    औ                                   —          56.9                 53.9    ग  , 

       2022                       

 A reading above 50 denotes expansion, while a reading below that level indicates contraction. 

 50     प                          ,                                           

 “Growth in India’s manufacturing industry took a step back in March as cost pressures, 
fierce competition, heightened market uncertainty, and the war in the Middle East all 

contributed to softer increases in new orders and output,” the report stated. 

               ग                                  ग             ग      ई                ,     

       ,                    , औ     प              ऑ    औ                          ग    

      

 “Firms also faced an intensification of cost pressures, the steepest since August 2022.” 

 “                                               ,        2022                     ” 

 The report went on to say that the two largest sub-components of the PMI — new orders and 
output — rose at their slowest rates since mid-2022. 

            ग      ग      PMI                —         औ        —    2022        

                     

 “Anecdotal evidence showed that growth was curbed by challenging market conditions, cost 

pressures, and the war in the Middle East,” it added. 

          ग         प           (Anecdotal evidence)                              

          ,   ग       औ                                  ई  

 “March data saw input prices increase to the greatest extent in over three and a half years. 

Aluminium, chemicals, fuel, jute, leather, fabric, oil, rubber, and steel were some of the items 
reported to have increased in price.” 

 “                    प                                                                , 

     , ई   ,    ,     ,     ,    ,     औ                                           गई ” 

 According to Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India Economist at HSBC, firms seem to currently be 

absorbing a large part of the increase in input costs, keeping output prices “relatively 
contained”. 

              , HSBC                              ,                            ग             

                          ,                    “                  ”      ई     

 On a positive note, the report said that Indian manufacturers in March 2026 saw the strongest 
expansion in external sales since last September, with gains seen from customers in 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, mainland China, Europe, Japan, West Asia, Türkiye and 
Vietnam. 

              ,               ग           2026                                               

                                  ,               ,      ,      ,            ,     प, 

  प  , प         ,         औ                ग          ई  
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03A. ISRO invites proposals for observation time on Aditya-L1 

             -L1 प                                    

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has released the second Announcement 
of Opportunity (AO) inviting proposals from the Indian solar physics community for 
observation time on the Aditya-L1 mission. 

                              (ISRO)                     (AO)             ,              

                         -L1                                           ग      
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 The Aditya-L1 is India’s first dedicated space-based solar mission and has been making 
continuous and comprehensive observations of the sun from the sun-earth L1 point. 

     -L1         प       प                             औ         -प    L1               

    ग     औ                         

 “The Aditya-L1 mission marks a major milestone in India’s space science programme. 
Scientific data from the mission are regularly released in the public domain for global scientific 
utilisation,” ISRO said. 

 “    -L1                                                                           

                                    ग                                           ,”              

 At present, there are more than 27 TB of data in the public domain, and several important 
scientific results have been published in international peer-reviewed journals. 

                             27 TB                     , औ   ई                        

                  प                        

 ISRO has invited proposals for the second Aditya-L1 AO to utilise observation time from the 
Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) and the Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope 
(SUIT). 

                   -L1 AO        Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) औ  Solar 

Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT)                      ग                          

 The proposals must be submitted electronically through the Aditya-L1 Proposal Processing 
System (ALPPS) hosted at the Indian Space Science Data Centre (ISSDC). 

           Indian Space Science Data Centre (ISSDC)            ग  Aditya-L1 Proposal 

Processing System (ALPPS)                                       ग   

 ALPPS can be accessed via the ISSDC website. 

 ALPPS    ISSDC                                          

 Approved observations for this second AO cycle will be conducted between July 2026 and 
September 2026. 

          AO                              2026           2026                ग   

 The deadline for submission of proposals is April 30, 2026. 

                             30      2026     
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03A.  In the running 

           

 The sight of the giant rocket bearing the NASA Artemis 
II mission and its crew of four ascending into the sky in the 
early hours of April 2 (IST) brought cheers among onlookers on 

the ground and around the world. 

            II      औ                                  

         2      (      )                     ,         

औ                 ग                            

 The mission has taken many years and several billion 
dollars to develop and brings the prospect of returning humans 

to the moon an equally giant step closer. 

                           ई     औ   ई           ग     औ  

                                                            

 ग     ग       

 The U.S. and China are currently leading the two poles 
of an international moonward race. 

                  औ                                              

 A race implies winners and losers because they are 
keen to corner precious water deposits and landscapes on 
the moon and set up functional lunar bases, which could bias 

future missions in the winner’s favour. 

              औ                                            प     

      औ    -                                  औ           

              ,                                      

 NASA‟s Artemis programme and China‟s 
International Lunar Research Station are designed to include 
research outposts, refuelling depots, communication 
relays, and resource extraction sites, which would give their 

operators a head-start on any mission that depends on 
venturing further into cis-lunar space or towards Mars. 

                      औ                                 

                 ,           ,             औ         

                                 ग    ,                    

                                ग   

 While the idea of winning and losing is objectionable 
vis-à-vis the celestial commons, which should present equal 

opportunities to all participants in the global space programme, 
it is also naive to believe that the race is motivated by the urge to explore the universe. 

                      प               -                         ,                   

  ग                                         

 Extending geopolitical borders into space and projecting national prestige have been 

considerable driving forces of the new Space Age. 

  -                                   औ                                    ग         

                

 China‟s e•orts have been more sheltered and powered predominantly by its own impetus, 
although they are no less impressive. 

                      औ                                       ,                             

    

 The U.S., however, has included commercial operators and dozens of other countries via 
the Artemis Accords. 

                                                प      औ                             

 The latter arrangement has made for apparently slower progress but in exchange for greater 
predictability in future, if and when the Artemis programme succeeds in full and assuming 
that the U.S. leadership will honour its commitment. 
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                 ग                ,                               औ  प               

  ग ,                               औ                                        

 India signed the Accords in 2023, thus agreeing to use outer space peacefully, 
transparently, and interoperably and to share data and resources according to their 

norms. 

        2023           प           ,                          ग      प   , प      औ  

                       औ                                       

 While India is not an active participant in the Artemis missions in the way that Europe and 
Japan are, its human space•ight programme, „Gaganyaan‟, is in the works and it also plans 
to build a space station and take Indians to the moon by 2040. 

                                  प औ    प                      ,                        

       „      ‟           औ     2040                      औ                             

                     

 India could thus provide payloads and experiments for future launches, explore joint 
Artemis-Gaganyaan missions, and co-develop lunar activities under the Accords rather 

than start from scratch. 

                                    प     औ                      ,                 

                     औ                      -                  

 These are useful bene•ts. 

       ग          

 In addition to reassuring the U.S. government that NASA remains in the race to the moon, 
the Artemis II launch allows the country’s partners to look to the next steps. 

       II       प                                                                  , 

                              ग                                    
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03A.  Artemis II: what is at stake for the U.S.? 

       II:                        प    ? 

Artemis II: what is at stake for the U.S.? 

       II:                        प    ? 

 The NASA Artemis II mission launched in the early hours of April 2 (IST). 

            II               2      (      )                                

 The giant rocket ascended en route to sending a crew of four astronauts to near the moon for 
the •rst time in more than half a century. 

                                                                     ,                    
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 In so doing, it marked a milestone for the U.S. space programme. 

           ,                                                             

 Its crew — commander Reid Wiseman, pilot Victor Glover, mission specialist Christina 
Koch, and Canadian Space Agency astronaut Jeremy Hansen — are also the •rst 
humans to travel beyond low-earth orbit since Apollo 17 in 1972. 

        —                   ,                ,                       , औ  

                                                — 1972     प    17                     

प                                   

 Glover also became the •rst person of colour, Koch the •rst woman, and Hansen the 
•rst non-U.S. citizen to embark on a lunar trajectory. 

                            ,               , औ                -                   

            प                  

 The Artemis II mission uses the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket and the crew capsule 
is called Orion. 

       II                   प                     ग      ग      औ                    

             

 The SLS will propel Orion into a free-return trajectory around the far side of the moon, 
reaching around 7,500 km from the moon’s surface before the earth’s gravity pulls them back 
to splash down in the Paci•c Ocean in a little over a week. 

          प                                                       -  प   प         ग ,    

            ग ग 7,500              ग ,                  ग              ग ग            

                           ग   

 The mission does not plan to land on the moon. 

                                               

 Instead, NASA is •ying it to prove that the whole system — from the ground teams to the 

rocket and its crew — works as designed and the processes to land humans on the moon are 
ready. 

         ,                                                      —                         औ  

           —                              औ                                               

Mission pro•le 

            

 After the SLS core stage is separated, the crew will spend 24 hours in a high orbit around 
the earth as it checks the capsule’s life-support and environment systems. 

             ग            ,    24                             ग  औ               -      

औ  प                           ग   

 If they’re all in order, they will •re Orion‟s trans-lunar injection burn. 

                  ,                   -प                   ग   

 The crew will also test manual piloting and proximity operations, communications and 
navigation systems, and a high-speed data relay and collect data about physiological 
and biological responses of the human body to deep-space travel. 

                 औ               ,       औ      -               ,                 

                  ग  औ                                                 औ        

                         ग   

 Once Orion has •nished going around the moon, it will be pulled towards the earth by 

gravity. 

                                ग ,        ग                                  ग   

 NASA engineers expect the capsule will enter the earth’s atmosphere at a speed of around 
40,000 km/hr. 

                         ,        ग ग 40,000     /        ग                               

   ग   

 Its 5-metre-wide heat shield will endure temperatures as high as 5,000°C. 

     5                    ग ग 5,000°C                        ग   
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 NASA will be collecting important data at this time because during the Artemis I mission in 
2022, engineers found that Orion‟s heat shield was eroded during re-entry as gases trapped 

in the shield’s material cracked it. 

                                ग        2022           I                                  

                                              ग       

 In response, NASA used the same material but this time modi•ed the re-entry trajectory so 
that Orion spends less time in the atmosphere as it descends. 

            ,                          ग                   प         प                  

                                     

Artemis overhaul 

              

 Artemis II will be the •rst test •ight in the programme since NASA Administrator Jared 
Isaacman overhauled the programme’s milestones earlier this year. 

       II                                ग ,                                       

                                                 

 In the older plan, the Artemis III mission was to land humans on the moon for the •rst time 
in the 21st century. 

               ,        III         21                                                

 In the new plan, however, Artemis III will launch a crewed Orion capsule to earth orbit to 
dock with prototype lunar landers designed by SpaceX and Blue Origin to ensure the 

technology works. 

 ई         ,        III                                              ग ,               

औ                      ग                             ग   

 Mr. Isaacman has said this mission is currently planned for 2027. 

                                           2027                     

 NASA will actually land American astronauts on the moon in the Artemis IV mission, 
currently planned for 2028. 

                                                       IV              ग ,              2028 

                    

 This is why SpaceX and Blue Origin recently announced that they would focus on their plans 
to help U.S. astronauts reach the moon in the near future. 

                     औ                                                                  

                                                              ग   
 The restructure also addressed a deeper operational problem. 

      ग          ग                                           
 NASA •ew the Artemis I test •ight in late 2022 and Artemis II has now •own in 2026. 

        2022                  I प                        औ            II    2026         

        
 This three-year gap included workforce attrition that could have resulted in loss of 

institutional memory, forcing parts of the mission to start afresh. 

                                              ,                                           

औ                                                   
 So instead, NASA abandoned a plan to upgrade SLS for the Artemis II mission; instead, it 

•ew with the same con•guration that •ew on Artemis I. 

     ,                II                       प                                    

     औ                                      I        
 NASA also said it will increase the launch frequency, with the additional mission in 2027, 

followed by at least one mission landing on the moon’s surface from 2028 onwards. 

                                           ग , 2027                          औ  2028 

                                        ग   
 NASA also cancelled the Lunar Gateway project to build a space station orbiting the moon, 

and reallocated its components to infrastructure that will eventually be installed on the moon’s 
south pole. 
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                                                        प                         औ       

                                                                                      ग   

The Chinese pressure 

          

 Mr. Isaacman wasn’t only responding to technical challenges. 

                                                             

 A big reason for NASA to change its plans to return to the moon so drastically is China. 

                                                                       

 As he put it: “… with credible competition from our greatest geopolitical adversary increasing 
by the day, we need to move faster, eliminate delays, and achieve our objectives.” 

               : “…                  -                                       ,              ग  

    ,                   औ                            ग  ” 

 China is set to conduct a test •ight of its new Mengzhou crewed spacecraft this year. 

                                                                         

 Its new and powerful Long March-10 rocket made its •rst low-altitude •ight on February 
11. 

         औ                   -10          11                            ई           

 The Lanyue lunar lander, which will carry astronauts from orbit to the surface, is expected to 
make its maiden •ight between 2028 and 2029. 

             ,                                          ग ,              2028 औ  2029    

               

 As for robotic missions: the Chang‟e 7 moon mission is also expected this year. 

                       :     ‟  7                               

 It will explore the moon’s south pole region for resources like water. 

                                                        ग   

 The Chang‟e 8 mission is expected around 2029: it will have technologies to use resources 
on the moon itself, like a 3D printer that will try to build structures using lunar soil. 

    ‟  8       ग ग 2029             :                    ग                                 ग 

   ग ,        -                                                     ग   

 Importantly, China also plans to land humans on the moon by 2030 and subsequently unfurl 
its „International Lunar Research Station‟ in the 2030s. 

             ,     2030                            औ           2030                

                                                             

 As the U.S.-China rivalry continues to dig in on the earth, with the entrenched hegemon 
reluctant to cede dominance and the rising power determined to reshape the international 
order, the space race they’re leading wouldn’t be what it is if it weren’t for a particular limited 
resource: water on the moon. 

    -            -                      ग               , औ                             

                                                                 ,                          

                                             प             

 There are craters in the moon’s south pole region that have been permanently shadowed. 

                                                                     

 These areas have escaped the drastic temperature swings on the parts of the moon that are 
exposed to the sun (from 127°C during the day to -173°C at night). 

                                                                              (       127°C           

-173°C   )  

 As a result, they are expected to contain water ice. 

         ,                                 

 The thinking goes: whichever country establishes infrastructure •rst in this area could corner 
these water ice deposits and shape the scienti•c and geopolitical rules for everything that 

follows. 

                                                             ग ,                                

           औ   ग                   -                                   
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 But in 2025, former NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine told a Senate Commerce 

Committee hearing that without signi•cant changes, it is highly unlikely the U.S. will beat 
China’s projected timeline to land people on the moon. 

      2025   ,                                                             ई           

                                                                                          

    

 If Artemis II and III go as planned and Artemis IV is able to lift o• on time, U.S. astronauts 
could reach the moon’s surface at least two years before China’s mission. 

           II औ  III                         औ         IV                      ,            

                                           प                             

 However, that depends on many things happening right on schedule — perhaps too many. 

       ,     ई                                           —                

 Artemis I was delayed four times before it launched; Artemis II was delayed at least thrice. 

       I                                       ग  ;        II                             

     ग    

 More broadly, whereas China has followed an incremental approach driven by the state, 
the U.S. has been following a commercial model with a large coalition: more than 50 
countries (through the Artemis Accords) plus private companies like SpaceX and Blue 
Origin. 

          ,                -                           ,                               

                          : 50             (                        )          

                    औ             

Success versus failure 

                  

 The Artemis II mission will last 10 days. 

       II      10           ग   

 Assuming it succeeds on all counts (since it is a test •ight), it will prove the SLS rocket and 
the Orion crew capsule work, encourage NASA‟s partners to focus on Artemis III, 
potentially galvanise political commitment to land U.S. astronauts on the moon before China 

does. 

                                 (                         ),                 प        

      औ                                         ग ,                             III    

                               ग , औ                                                        

                                    ग   

 Delaying launches, especially those including a human crew, is par for the course in 
space•ight because safety comes •rst. 

             ,                                        ,                                         

                  

 But that doesn’t mean these decisions exist in a vacuum. 

                                         ग-  ग              

 If Artemis II had been delayed again, for example, public as well as institutional con•dence 
in SLS and Orion could have eroded further. 

             ,            II                    ,              प        औ           

         औ      ग        औ                 

 There could have been cascading complications for NASA‟s partners, including the 
European and Japanese space agencies. 

                      ,           प   औ    प                            ,         ग     

                        

 A delay could also have prompted the U.S. government to revisit the question of whether the 
programme is too expensive. 

                                                                                            

   ग      
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 It has so far cost at least $93 billion and each new launch costs at least $2 billion. 

             ग           93                     औ                     ग           

2              

 SpaceX also still has to demonstrate the in-orbit refuelling technology that lunar missions 

require. 

                                                          ,                     

                

 If, however, Artemis II had failed (or fails in the latter part of the mission), the time-wise 

consequences range from a small but important delay if the failure is non-catastrophic to a 
delay of several years as the programme is halted altogether if the failure is catastrophic. 

   ,        ,        II              (                   ग                ),                  

                                            ई                          ,            

             औ                                

 It will also give reason for NASA‟s partners to consider whether they should suspend or 
possibly exit their involvement and for the U.S. government to consider a more panicked 
programme just to beat China to the moon. 

                                              ग                   ग                       

           औ                                                                    

                                 

 So as Artemis II launched, it did more than just send four people farther from the earth than 
any mission has in 54 years. 

                II            ,                    ग      54                             

                            

 It signalled that the U.S. is still in the race, against a China that has kept the U.S. anxious by 

almost always sticking to its schedule even as it thunders towards a crewed landing on the 
moon by 2030. 

                                           ,                      ग ग                    

                    औ  2030                          ग                          
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03A.  West Asia crisis hits Helium supplies 

 प                          प               

     

 The supply of Helium, a critical gas used to save 

lives and power technology seems suddenly at risk on 
account of geopolitics, observed industry experts. 

                 ,               औ                        

                ग     ,   -                               

    ई        ,    ग                  

 Helium, a colourless, odourless, non-toxic, and inert 

gas and primarily used to cool superconducting magnets, 
MRI scanners, spectrometers and semiconductor fabs, has 
no or a few substitutes. 

       ,      ग   , ग     , ग  -      औ        ग      औ  

                    ग      , MRI     ,           औ  

                                      ग        ,          

        ई               

 Over 50% of India‟s Helium imports traditionally 
come from Qatar, which accounts for some 34% of global 
helium exports. 

                        50%               ग        

             ,                            ग ग 34%          

 Missile strikes and force majeure at Qatar’s Ras 
Laffan complex in March significantly reduced Qatar’s 

Helium export capacity. 

                                                 औ       

                                                     ई  

 According to Ralf Gubler, research director for 
industrial gases and fertilizers at S&P Global Energy, India 
is 100% import-dependent for helium, making many 

industries, such as healthcare (MRI), semiconductors & 
electronics, fibre optics & display manufacturing etc. in the 
country acutely vulnerable to global disruptions. 

 S&P Global Energy    औ   ग  ग   औ                    

                         ,                    100% 

    -        ,           (MRI),                      , 

      ऑ    औ                     ई    ग               

                           

 Mr Gubler said liquid Helium was indispensable for 

cooling superconducting magnets (MRI scanners). 

    ग                                   ग       (MRI     )                                 

 If Helium levels fell below critical thresholds, superconductivity would be lost, the Helium 
rapidly quenches (vaporises) which even lead to damaging superconducting magnets 
resulting in long and costly repairs. 

                                        ग         ,                                 ,        

            (       )           ,                 ग                            औ            ग  

                        

 Most MRI scanners in India rely on periodic refilling and failure risks magnet quench and 

multiweek downtime. 

                 MRI         -              ग                  औ                          

    औ   ई                              

 Supply disruptions force hospitals to ration refills, delay installations and prioritise emergency 
scans. 
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                                            ,                       औ                   

                                    

 On India’s helium demand and supply scenario, Mr. Gubler, said, the country’s helium 
demand in 2025 was estimated at 3.4 million cubic tonnes with zero domestic production. 

                   ग औ                ,    ग              2025                     ग  ग ग 

3.4                      गई   ,                          

„Eye other suppliers‟ 

 „    प           प     ‟ 

 Mr. Gubler said India should benefit from multi-origin contracts, including Russia, the U.S. 
and emerging suppliers like South Africa and Tanzania. 

    ग                        -                               ,         ,         औ        

                           औ                     

 In India, traces of Helium exist in natural gas fields in West Bengal and Jharkhand but 
concentrations are below the 0.2% economic threshold. 

         प          औ                    ग                                     ,            

     0.2%                      

 Commercial viability is at least 5–10 years away, as per S&P Global Energy data. 

 S&P Global Energy          ,                                5–10             

 Ashok Chandak, President, India Electronics & Semiconductor Association said, critical 

materials such as helium must be treated as strategic inputs as India scales its semiconductor 
ecosystem. 

                                                                                

                                                                                  

                            

Sharp price increase 

              

 Typical inventories in India are for 7–10 days. 

                     7–10                       

 “Helium prices have seen a sharp surge of about 35–50% in recent weeks, with spot prices 

in some cases rising even higher. 

                                     ग ग 35–50%                  गई   ,                   

      औ                  

 The impact is more in the form of cost pressures than production disruptions,” Mr. Chandak 

said. 

                                                      ,”                 
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03A. NASA launches 4 astronauts on a crewed lunar mission 

                          प  4                            

 Four astronauts blasted off aboard a massive NASA rocket on Wednesday on a long-
anticipated journey around the Moon, the first crewed lunar flyby in more than 50 years. 

                                                                                          

                       ,    50                                       ई  ई     

 NASA teams and spectators alike were ecstatic as the spacecraft ascended into a radiant sky 
atop a cascade of flames. 

                     ग                                      ,            औ                 

   ग    

 The team, who donned bright orange suits with blue trim as the mission began, includes 
Americans Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover and Christina Koch along with Canadian Jeremy 
Hansen. 

                             ग      औ                                                         

       ,          ,            औ       ई                         

 “We have a beautiful moonrise. 

 “                               

 We’re headed right at it,” said Mr. Wiseman, the mission commander. 

                            ,”                                

 U.S. President Donald Trump praised “our brave astronauts,” calling the successful launch 
“quite something” at the top of his televised address on the war against Iran. 

             प            प    “                           ”             औ                    

                                              “        ”        
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 The astronauts are now in orbit around the Earth. 

                प                  

 They successfully completed “promixity operations” demonstrations, which tested how their 
Orion capsule can move. 

                   “          प    ”                ,                     ग           

                                     

 

GS Paper III: Environment,   

TOPICS COVERED     03 April  2026 

03A Failure of U.P. govt.: Oppn. after tigress found dead on railway track in 

Dudhwa buffer zone 

                             प                           प       प        प  

     

03A SC calls sand mining mafia the „modern dacoits of Chambal‟ 

                                 „                   ‟       
 

03A.  Failure of U.P. 
govt.: Oppn. after 

tigress found dead on 
railway track in 
Dudhwa buffer zone 
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 The Opposition 
targeted the Uttar Pradesh 
government on Thursday 
over the death of a tigress in 
the Dudhwa buffer zone in 
Lakhimpur Kheri district. 
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 The tigress, 
estimated to be about five to 
six years old, was hit by a 
train and found dead near 
the Bankeyganj-Mailani 
railway track in Mailani 
range of the buffer zone on 
Wednesday, forest officials 
said. 
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 The officials added that an investigation has been ordered into the death. 
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 State Congress president Ajay Rai said the incident highlighted the government’s “failure to 
adopt effective management and tracking policies for wild animals”. 
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 “This is an unfortunate incident. There are established norms in buffer zones of forests that 
seem to have been violated in this case. We expect the authorities to take effective measures 
and make sure such incidents are not repeated,” Mr. Rai said. 
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 Field director of the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve H. Rajamohan and deputy director of the Dudhwa 
buffer zone Kirti Chaudhary inspected the accident spot. 
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 “Investigation is in progress to identify the train that caused the accident and ascertain if it 
was following the speed limit prescribed by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 
for trains passing through reserved forests with presence of wild animals,” Ms. Chaudhary 
said. 
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„Internal bleeding‟ 

 „            ‟ 

 Officials said a panel of veterinary doctors carried out a post-mortem examination as per the 
NTCA guidelines. 
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 Daya Shankar, a member of the panel, said severe head injuries and internal bleeding led to 
the death of the tigress. 
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03A. SC calls sand mining mafia the 
„modern dacoits of Chambal‟ 
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 The Supreme Court on Thursday said the 
sand mining mafia, who carry “better weapons 

than the police” and kill those who come in their way 
with impunity, were the “modern dacoits” of 
Chambal. 
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 The oral observation from a Bench of 
Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta was in 

response to an oft-repeated submission from the 
Madhya Pradesh government that sand miners 
plumbing the depths of the Chambal river and 
devastating the fragile lotic ecosystem of the 
National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary were no 

lightweights and had superior firepower. 
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 Officers killed by mafia 

                               

 “So, the State government has thrown in 
the towel. It is an extremely sad state of affairs if the 
State government says we cannot defend our 
natural resources. Dacoity, as we knew it 
traditionally, is of the past. Now these are the 
modern dacoits, these mining mafias,” Justice 
Mehta remarked. 
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 The amicus curiae, senior advocate Nikhil 
Goel, said at least 1,000 trucks of sand were 

mined in a day from the region. 
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 The trucks pass by police stations, and sand miners carry better arms. 
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 “Look at the number of Sub-Divisional Magistrates, police and forest officers killed by the 
mining mafia… But the State has forgotten that there is a law called preventive detention,” 
Justice Mehta said. 
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 The Bench stayed a Rajasthan notification of March 9 issued under the Wildlife Protection 
Act, 1972 which altered the boundaries of the National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary, freeing 
from restrictions 732 hectares of land on both sides of the Chambal river. 
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 Justice Mehta said the notification was issued without following the parameters of law. 
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 Mr. Goel said that some of the villages in the area are dependent on sand mining. 
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03A. GE delivers sixth engine for Tejas LCA-
Mk1A fighter jets 
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 Engine manufacturer General Electric (GE) 

Aerospace on April 2 announced delivery of the sixth of the 
F404-IN20 engine to Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) for 
the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk1A. 
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 GE Aerospace is to deliver 99 F404-IN20 engines 

to HAL. 

 GE            HAL    99 F404-IN20               

 “GE Aerospace has handed over the sixth F404-IN20 engine against the order from 2021,” 

said a GE Aerospace spokesperson. 
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 A HAL spokesperson told The Hindu, “The sixth F404-IN20 engine was handed over in the 

U.S., and it will be brought here through freight.” 
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 The spokesperson did not specify when the engine would arrive in India considering the 
ongoing crises in West Asia. 
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